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South Uist and Benbecula
Prank Rhodes
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Vonday 25th April to Friday 29th Aprid,

014 man at Loch Awe from segvil. ea.TO Sat. 29pd.

The only useful information which I got from this
0ld man was about Babaty Bowster. 1In thig dsnce the first
man would do some steps 'if he were a dancer (1ike a cock
showing off)' and then kneel and kiss the hand of the
belleof the ball, He sometimes knelt on a handkerchief
(never a cushion) just to keep his ¢lothes clean, but
he did not glve the handkerchief to the lady. In later
vears the kneeling and kissing were left out; the first
man merely selected a partner who in turn selected
another man, this process continuing until all were on
the floor when they would turn to lines of four for
the Scotch Reel,

Mardu Mirray, Tolsta, Lewiss. ca 18 Mon. 25th.
On the boat from Tiree %o South Tist.

Vurdu is an apprenticed electrician who has
tpavelled throughout the Isles and to England. He has
no information about solo dances but told me the following
sbout dancing at weddings in Tolsta up to 10 years agzo.
The bride and groom started a scottish waltz (an ordinary
couple dance) folliowed by the rest. The bride and groom
try to slip away to the reception without being caught.
If they are caught they get a rousting and the groom

-may have his shirt torn from his back. The bride and groom

never went back to the dance, even if it went on until
7a.m. Mirdu had heard of no wedding reels or kissing reels.

Tue, 26th.

Ver. MacKellaig first told me that Donald Kennedy,
who sometimes housed Ewen Waclachlan, died two months ago.

There has not vet been a wedding at which the
wedding reel has not been danced by the bride, groom,
chief bridesmaid and best man, After the first wedding
reel the bride and bridesmaid dance with other pairs
of men, though Mgr.VaeKellaig has not seen them do more
than three reels. The reels are strathspey time followed
by reel of Tullock (with elbow hold), =nd are special
dances watched by the guests. Guns are fired at the
wedding reel and sometimes at the church service.




Dr. MacLean, Daliburg, South Uist.

Dr. laclean is the only doctor in the bottom 14
miles of South Uist and in Eriskay. He collects folk
songs with a tape recorder and proved most helpful in
taking me to see old people in his area.

Yorning Tue., 26th.

Dr. Maclean had heard ef a dance Rhuildhe Bhogsod,
but neither he nor anvone I asked knew anything about it.

He suggested seeing Archie Macdonald and Mrs. Carbell
of carahellie.

Avening Tue. 26th.

At the dance with Donald Walker,

Dr. MacLean brought this information back from
John YacIsagce, ca.bhb of HEriskay.
His father, Archie NMacI8aac, was taught dancing on
RBriskey by a stranger asbout 1870-1880. Of Briskay
weddings he remenbers that the first reel was danced
by the bride, groom, chief bridesmaid and best man,
while in successive ones other men came in. (The doctor
remenbers the bride and bridesmaid doing six reels in
succession.) John MacIsaac spoke of two types of reel,
one in which the bride was not touched and one in which
she was swung. This is the first indication of a reel
(strathspey and reel) without reel of Tullock. He also
spoke of Tinal dances in which two principle guests
(mavbe the men on the house etc.) took the bride and groom
in a reel and then off the floor, while two other guests
took the bridesmaid and best man in a reel and then off
the floor. John said that they were 'stolen away' i.e.
Ghoid.

Soon after this reel the principle guests start
the Goc-ard (cockade). They dance a reel and swing;
then the lady throws a handkerchief to a man who throws
it to a lady and both couples set and swing. The second
lady throws the handkerchief to a man who selects a lady;
the three couples set and swing. The dance continues
until all are on the floor, all dancing in couples. Then
they all leave (the are no foursomes at the end).

Bpi, 29%th.

Dr. MaclLean checked the information sbout the
cockade with John NacIsaac on Eriskay on the 23th.
The cockads is used to end all dances. After the first
couple have set and swung they separate and bring on two
others. At the end of each get and swing the first men
selects another lady while selects a man with whome
she stays for the rest of the dance. Thus the first man
brings on all the ladies. It is not clear how the
handkerchief is used here. John FacIsaac confirmed that
the dancers did not join for reels of four at the end.
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Archie lonrowe, Loch Boisdale, South Uist, ¢a70
Tn the car with Vgr. MacKellaig. : Tues. 26th.

~ Archie Yonrowe was taught to dance by a MacLeod from
the mainland in 1904, He missed a few lessons and was
then promised some more steps by his uncle, Donald Steel,
who had the following dances from Ewen MacLachlan:

Highland Fling Eloastepsg Strathspey élo stepsg

Jack-a-Tar 10 steps Reel 10 steps
Highland Laddie Lads wi' the Kilt
Over the Water Charlie Shubhian Trews
Scotch Blue Bonnets Paddy O'Rafety

Also - Mailie a Chrandonn (Mary of the Brown Vast),
a dance in which yvou went down on one knee.,

T got him out of the car to do a bit of Jack-a-Tar,
but he would not dance anything else for fear of
giving wrong information. I think that he knows more
than he would admit then.

s No special shoes were worn for dancing. The hands
mung naturally or were placed oA the hips. The dancer

did not jump up; his body was absolutely still, and had

he been dsncing in a crowd with his feet obscured he

would not have been picked out by the movement of his bodyv.
The stvle was the same for men and women.

Archie Monrowe said that Zwen MacLachlan came from
Arisaig. He had lots of relations and many people still
alive are related to him. Thus Bwen's sister (who came
to South Uist as housekeeper to a priest) is a grand aunt
of Donald Vac-Donald ca,80 of Loch Boisdale. Donald
however showed no knowledge of this or interest in it
when Archie spoke to him about it some time ago.

Also, Kathe VNacLean of Pairsley near Glasgow is a niece
of Donald NacDonald.

kneco
Of the other dances he knew little. He(nothing of
dancins at cposs-roads or of wedding reels. The reel of
T™i1llock was danced in South Uist when he was a boy.
In the White Cockade partners were chosen by giving a
handkerchief and the dance ended with any reel,
foursome or ceightsome.

See D.P.MacPherson, Warden of the Youth Centre,
Coatbridge: from Barra.
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Angus Maclean, Smerclett, South Uist, ca.91
In the croft with lgr. MacKellaig. Tue, 26th.

When he was 7 or 8 Angus Maclean saw Bwen MacLachlan
who was then old. He thought that Fr. John Chisom of
Bornish brought Zwen to South TUist but did not think
that ®wen was married. He told us that Bwen staved
with his (Angus) mother's brother Angus MacDonald of
Garrynamonise.

Ancus told us that there was a wedding reel (foursome)
for the bride, groom, chief bridesmaid and best man at
the begining and at the end of the festivities, but he
knew no more about it., He told us that the kissing reel
was alwavs danced to the pipes, but that there was no
solo dancing beforehand and no handkerchiefs or kneeling.
He knew nothing of any Baelic dances, plays or solos.

Donald WecDonald, GarrvnamOnie, Soubth Uist., ca. 70.
By the croft with Mgr, MacKellaig. Tue. 26th

Donald MacDonald said that Bwen MacLachlan came
from Loch Aber. Hellen Kennedy of Edinburgh and ©n
Charles Kennedy of Connel Ferry (Oban) should be able
to give more information.

The only Gaelic dance or play of which he had
hesrd was Dannsa bho balla ghu balla, and he knew
nothing about that one. He had heard of Marbhadh
na Beiste Duibhe as a saving for when anything odd or
amising happened, but had no idea where the saving
came from.

He said that at swarees they did Petronella and
highland dancing, though he had never danced a step
in his life.

Dr. MacLean later told me that the term 'swaree'
was in general nuse. He had seen somewhsre a small book
about these gatherings. TIn his opinion the term was
introduced by the Roman Cé&tholic church.

Donald Allan lorrison, Grevbridee., South Tist. ca8.45
D.A.Y. was driving the 3.C.W.S. mobile
shop when Mgr. MacKellaig and T met him. Tue, 26th

Donald Allan Morrison said that ®Bwen MacLachlan
died at Cumhag (747325) (the word masens narrow or pass)
and was buried at Howmor&, According to Mgr. MacKellaig
there would be no church records of the burial.

Hwen used to stav odd nights with Kate Morrison
at Pollachar.

Seg. John Campbell of Ormoclege.




b

Patrick 3teel, North Boisdale, South TUigt, ca.70
Vor. MacKellaig stopped the car to talk to him,
: Tue, 26th

Patrick told us that he had heard of the steeling
reel in which the four were %aken away in succession.
He ssid that anv reel was used, not necessarily a
reel of Tullock.

Ordinarv shoes were worn for dancing. Beth men and
women hooched and used their arms. They danced the
Scotch reel, Petronella, Flowers of ®Edinburgh end
four hands across. His hazy desciption of the last
dance was a bit like the begining of the eightsoms.

¥rs. Donald MNacDonald, Daliburg, South Uist, ca. 90
In the house with WMEss Harriet NacBonald. Tue. 26th.

Mrs. Macdonald is Rdtchains widow. She has very
little Bnglish and the whole conversation was very slow
and laborious, nearly all of it being translated by
Viss Harriet.

She thought that Bwen came from Aberfeldie.
She had heard of the steeling reel but would say nothing
about it. She had heard of none of the Gaelic dances.

Kate lMorrison, Greybridge, Daliburk., ca.87
In the house with lrs Morrison Jnr., wife
of Donald Allsn Norrison. Tue, 26th

Kate Mowrison said that Twen MacLachlan came form
Glasgow where he was born. I asked whether he had
travelled asbout a lot and was told that he wass 2 great
walker, but Kate did not think that he had beeh fto the
continent.

He taught the catechism sand dancing-up and down
the island, and sometimes stayed with her father at
Pollacher. That was about 80 years aco when,she thought,
Pr, MacDonald was »riest (at Daliburg?). She did not
savy whether she had seen Wwen, bult implied that she had.
He had only two fingers on one hand and thiree on tthe
other. He did not marry to her knowledge.

She had no Baelic dances except Dannsa na Dunnag
(as a childrens dance), and Dannsa na Amadaim.
Her mother had told her that RBwen did the latter dance.
He would make them all sit in a circle and then dance
round making faces at all the pretty girls ('that was
one step') and then would hop round on one buttock.
She could remerber no more of this.
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The first dance of a wedding was a Scotch reel
called Ruidhleadh na Bainnse. The negfxt morning there
was another reel, this time without the reel of Tullock,
in which at some point the bride was stolen by two men
and her place was taken by ancther girl; the groom was
then stolen by two women and his place was taken by
another man; the bridesmmidiandbthe best man went on
dancing. The bride and groom were taken to the grooms
house and put to bed where they stayed all dav,

They were woken with guns and pipes in the evening,
when there was a Banais Tighe, a second festivity. She
h=d heard of nothing special connected with veils.

Yrs. Morrison Jnr. Thought that the steeling reel
was a reel of Taullock and that the steeling was done by
only one person., They both told me that there were
guns at the wedding ceremony and at the wedding reels.

Kate Morrison Pemerbered the Scotch reel with
cirecling instead of figures of eight. The dancers
started side by side; the ladies circled to places
and the men followed them to end in line facing their
partners. They might or might not change partners later;
and they might or might not use the reel of Tullock.

All dances ended with the kissing reel. TEveryone
sat down and one man spread a towel on the fdoor in
front of one of the ladies who knelt on it to kiss the
man. She could remenber no more, but confirmed the use
of the towel.

She said that at dances ladies did not use their
arms and only the young women hooched.

I-saw Kate lNorrison again on Fri, 29th to enquire
sbout Rhnidhleadh na PFabhair which I heard of first on
Wed., 27th from Roderick MacPherson.

Donald Walker, Daliburg, ca.35 Tue. 26th
At his practice dance. Dr. MNacLean came later.

Donald was taught by Rotchain who was a pretty bad
teacher, merely showing his pupils the steps and then
leaving them to sort things out the best thev could.

He Had, heard of a dance Dannsa na Dunnag in which four
peoplghunkered holding hands in a circle.ybé%f‘another
one in the centre called. o

He %0ld me of a dance Carraig Fhearguis, a solo
with complicated arm movements, done by Rotchain,

Dr. MacLean later explained that Mailie a Chrandonn
was sung to the tune Carraig Fhearguis and he played me
a tape recording of it. :

I took down Donalds sword dance but give it with his
First of August collected on Fri. 29th.




Roderick MacPherson, Liniclett Muir, ca.75  Wed. 27th
Tn his house in Benbecula.

Roderick had very little information about Ewen;
his onlv remark being that BEwen was a tall man, he

" could put out the lamps hanging high on the wall with

his feet.

He learned his solo dances from his father (who
learned Trom Bwen &n Eocher) and his mother, a
MacIntosh of Garrynamonie who worked for Fr., MacIntosh
(no relation) in Bocher and learned her dancing there.
Roderick had seen NMiss Forbes, Highland Laddie,
Highland Fling, Gillial an Fhéilidh, Swords etc. He had
picked some of them up but had never been taught them
properlv. I give part of his sword dance and part of
3i11lig1 an FPheilidh here, and his Highland Laddie on
Fri. 29th.

Roderick thought that Cailleach an Dudain was a
dance for one person. He had heard of no other Gaelic
dance except Dannsa na Dunnag, and he would say nothing
about that. A woman of about 25 who was in the house
smiled at the mention of Dannsa na Dunnag but said that
she knew nothing about it. He had not heard the tune
Tri Chosan Coarach.

He had however heard of a solo dance Carraig
Fhearguis, but he had neither deen 1t nor heard a tune
of that name. He knew of no song or dance lMailie a
Chrandonn.

The first wedding reel is still danced. Roderéck
had heard of steeling the bride and groom away, though
not from the middle of a reel. There used, however, to
be = Rhuileadh na Fabhair (favour, flower, bouquet).

In this reel the pipes were decorated with ribbons and
the men wore flowers. He could not give me a clear idea
of how it was danced,

All dances used to end with the Cockade. After all
have sat down in a circle one man chooses a partner by
throwing her a handkerchief. The handkerchief is thrown
from one to another until all are ona the floor, when
they turn into fours and dsnce a Scoteh reel to end the
dance. There is no kissing, no solo dancing and no
Pog a Toshach.

He could remenmber dancing outside to the pipes in
the summer. There was no mention of dancing to

Puirt-a Beul at the cross-roads.




Of the dances performediin his youth he could
remenber the seoteh reel, sightsome reel Petronella
heymakers Jjig, Flowers nof Wdinburg,polﬁa, schottish,
strip the willow, gquadrilles, circassian circle,

Normal shoes were worn for social and for solo
dancing. The hands were allowed to hang loosely for
the Hebridean solos, and sometimes ladies held their
skirts.

@illigl an Fheilidh.
Lads wi' the Kilt.

Roderick gave me two steps of this dance. T took
them ea Wed, 27th. and checked them on Fri,29th. His
tune was as writteng(as near as I could tell) and he
gave me the first bars in 10 secs. while dancing.
Throuahout the dance the arms hang loosely. It is a
free floW1nc dance with 1little precision of footwork.
Tn both steos which he gave me, the dancer moves round
g circle in a clockwise direction. It is not clear
whether he takes 16 bars for the circle or whether he
compidtes his circle in 8 bars and then goes back or
round again in the other 8 bars of each step.

1st. step.

(1) i Hop on L foot and shake R foot from loose 4th
low aer to 5th low aer and out again.

Gl Hop or rise on L foot and shake R foot in and
out again.

2. Drop on to R foot and take weight off L foot.
Repeat 13 contrariwise
Repeat (1

D e VS
> Q0
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k5 Jump and land on both feet with L in front of R.
e : = - R in front of L.
<3) Repeat §1g - Eé) contrariwise.
<£16) Repeat (1) - (16) contrariwise.

2nd, step.
; 4 1 Hop on L foot and beat with R foot in loose
3rd posn.
e. Hop or rise on L foot and beat with R foot
there again.
= Beat with L foot.
55 Seaii Hop @n L foot and beat with R foot in loose
5th rear posn.
e Hop or rise on L foot and beat with R foot
there again.
=1t Beat with L foot.
<4) Repeat (1) - (2) contrariwise.
= &) Repeat (1) - ¢2),.




{7 = Junp and Land on both feet with R in front of L.
2. - - L in front of R.
(8) Reneat (7)

I presume that these 8 bars are repeated contra.

Sword Dance N
c
A sword dance done clockwise.
1lst. step. ’ <
Res—deo—Basene L foot at A facing N, D
-filis Lallm~ . R foot at A facing W.
- - - L foot in 4 turning L. 4 |
- - - R foot in 4 facing BE.
- - - L foot at W facing E. A

- - - R foot at W facing E.
He then said something about hich euts
but went on to complete the ciredeiiniI6hbars.

e L foot 4, R foot 3.
R foot 1, L foot 2.
L foot 3, R foot 2.
R foot 3, L foot 2.
L foot 2, R footl 1.
R foot 2, L foot 1.
He went on to do some Jjunps which I could not
get down,
3rd, gtep.
1 Pas de Basque L foot 4, R foot 3.
ge fo Coll=” R foot 4, L foot 3.
8 - - - L foot 3, R foot 2.
4 - - - B oot 5. L Foet 2.
5 - - - L foot 2, R foot 1,
8 - - R foot 2, I, fooklil.

He went on to indicate high cuts. al B.

Quick Time,
He was most energetic about this but quite incoherent,
I only saw the first four Pas de Basques.
Pas de Basque L foot 4, R foot 2,
- R foot 4, L foot 2.
- - - L foot 3, R Tfoot 1,
- - - R foot 5, L foot 1.
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Angus John Maclellan, Hacklett, Benbecula, ca.73.
In the croft with his wife and child. Wed. 27th

Angus said that Ewen MacLachlan came from South Uist
where he taught the catachism. He had no idea where
or when Ewen died.

Angus sang the song Mailie a Chrandonn as recorded
by Dr. lVacLean, but he had not heard of a dance of that
name. He had heard of a dance Carraig Fhearguis, but
had not seen it or heard a tune for it.

He said that the tune for the First QFA %ust is
the White Cockade; and the tune for Tri sRzecli®®, o rach
is Cailleach an Durdain. WNeither he nor his wife had
heard the tune Tri Chosan @oarach which Tom Flett gave
me.

In the middle of a very Pine evening of singing

and dancing I collected this fragment of a sword dance
from Angus.

Sword Dance

1st. step.

This is the same as Roderick MacPherson's first step.
Angus was clear that there were high cuts at the points,
and he said that thev did not do Pas de Basque, spring,
high cuts at the points., The step is repeated round to
the original place.

ond. step.

(1) i Hop on L foot in 4 and point R foot in 1.
B - - - -4 and point R foot in 4 (5th).
o3 R - - - - 4 and point R foot in 1.
o - - = - 4 with R foot in front leg posn.
-(4) Repeat (1) - (2) coOntrariwise.
5 Pags de_Basgue L foot in 4 turning L.
%6} §iltia Calle R foot in 4 facing ®.
-{(8 High cuts at D.
Repeat round to original place.
3rd., step.
%) Pas—aeo=R=zgage L foot 4, R foot 3.
gg\ Siie_Cwll - g foot 4, L foot 3.
3 - - - L foot 4, R foot 3.
§4 z - - R foot 4, L foot 3.
5 - - - 1L-feot 3, B Ffool 2.
%6 - - - R feot 3, L foot 2,
—~{8 High cuts at C.

Repeat round to original position. It is not clear

whether the step 1s repeated to make it up to
32 bars.

e T
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4th, stenp.

A very rough indication of this step was given. It is
a quick time step danced diagonally across the swords.
T noted that the Pas de Basques are danced in #h{with
L. foot), then 2,3 andll.

T saw Angus again the next day.
Roderick MacLean, Kilauley, Bochar ca. 67.

Postman; I met him on his rounds and went with him
to his brothers house. Thu. 28th

Roderick and his brother said that for the first
wedding reel the bride danced with hhe best mand and the
groom danced with the chief bridesmaid. For the second
wedding reel the bride and groom danced together. This
was followed by the Rhuidhleadh na Bainnse. They had
vague memories of steeling, but could tell me nothing
about it.

I got the same aé%unt of wedding reels from
Mrs. MacKav, wife of Peter the Row, Linigaie, Bochar.
Peter was still in bed and I was not able to see him.

Roderick showed me a very little of his sword dance
which is an ordinary enticlockwise dance. 1 managed to
take down some of his First of August. He constantly
quoted John Vacleod as the man who knew this dance.

Pirst of August

T took these steps while with Roderick on his
rounds and in his brothers house. He danced to the tune
White Cockade., His cateh in was a hardly visible flicker
and his treble was performed very close in to the foot.

1st. step.
(D) i Hop on L foot and shake R foot from loose 4th
ger to low bth aer and out again.
b. Hop or rise on L foot and shake R foot again.
b2 Drop on to R foot and just take weight off L.

523 Repeat (1) contrariwise.

(3 Catch in R and treble L.

(4) Repeat (3) contrariwise.

—(63 Repeat (1) - (2).

-(8 Catch in R and double treble L.

<(16) Repeat (1) - (8) contrariwise.
2nd, step.

-2 Cateh in L and double treble R.

-(4) Repeat (1) - (2) contrariwise.
'3 Caten.in oy aah e R

~(8) Reneat (1)-(2).
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3rd. step.
(1) 1 Step forward on to L heel

I
NSNS AN

b. Bring R heel up beside L.
= Step back on to L toe.
(2) =35 Step back on to R toe beside L.

V]

= Step forward on to L heel.
B Bring R heel up beside L.
2. Step back on to L toe.
3 Catch in R and treble L.
4 Repeat Sg contrariwise.
6 Repeat (1)-(2) contrariwise.
8 Catch in L and double treble R.
16) Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.
4th. step.

I took these bits from one showing before Roderick went.
(3 3, Jump forward on to both toes.
b. PvetBalanee out taking weight on both heels.
2. BwlBalenee out taking weight on both toes.
Not recorded.
Catch in R and treble L.

e g

2

3

4 ) Reveat 253 contrariwise.

6) Reveat (1)-(2).

8) Catch in and double treble.(I did not get
whether he started R or L.)

Mrs., Vonk, Cregcorrv, Benbecula. ca. 70. hu, 28th

In the house with Ian MacLachlan, and Mrs. Edwards.
G-rawlLﬁ.q\ € 4 :

Mrs MNonk sang the tune for Tri Shesan Coarach
which she gave Tom before. 6 She had not heard the
manuscript VGI‘SlOnﬁf- T Cherthidh Coaraely:

She also sang part of a song about a foolish
soldier which started

Amadaim goraig goraig

Amadaim goraig shighlar.
However she had not heard of any game or play connected
with i%.

She said that she had seen Cailleach an Dudain
danced by two people, one of whome was drunk and fell
down and was beaten with a stick bv the other. It was
very amusing. As Tom pointed out later, Angus John or
Tan may have been talking.

She said that Dannsa na Dunnag was just a childrens
circle game.

According to Mrs. lonk Ruidhleadh nan Coilleach Dubha
was an ordinary foursome reel, Here, as in all foursomes,

there was a circle and not a figure of eight. All the
dancers step danced at once, and the men danced back to
back in the middle.
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Vrs lMonk knew no other Gaelic dances or plays.

Though she knew no song or dance Carraig Fhearguis,
she didknowa song Maillie a Chrandonn (not a dance).
The song was composed in praise of a girl, Mary with
the round face and brown hair, who put up the composor.
for a night when he was lost and set him on his way
again the next day. (Dr, MacLean's version is slightly
different. In his the song is in praise of a rock
Carraig Fhearguis which the lost man remenbers and so
gets back on to his track.)

Concerning dancing at weddings, Mrs. Monk ssgid that
for an evening wedding it would take until sbout midnight
for all the guests to eat, and only when thev had all
finished would the bridal party leave the table and go
to dance the wediing reel. For the first wedding reel
the bride dances with the best man and the groom with
the chief bridesmaid. The bride and bridesmaid are then
taken by other men in succession and do several (4)
reels., The dance sometimes has a reel of Tullock and
sometimes not.

At sbout 2 a.m. ribbons are tied onthe big drone
and the bride paritners the groom in the Rhuidhleadh
na Fhaber, .anotherScotch reel., The ladies, having
pinned their favours on the man they like best, all
dance the Rhuileadh na Fhaber.

She confirmed that guns are fired at the wedding
ceremony and at the reels.

Vrs, Bdwards, with whome Mrs., Monmk lives, ssaid
that when she was married in #lassgow some friends
from Barra planned to steel her away in Rhuidhleadh
na choid; she had no idea how they were going to do
it because they failed.

Neither of them had heard anything sbout a
dance connected with veils.

FPor the last dance of the evening, The Cockade,
a man took a handkerchief and walked round the room.
The handkerchief was handed on to a woman then to a
man and so on, the chosen people joining in the walk
round. When all were on the floor they turned to
lines of four for the Scotch reel and the piper played
Pog a Toshack, but there was little kissing. There
was no kissing when the handkerchief was handed on;
and the first man did no solo dancing-
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Angus John Naclellan, Second visit. - Thu., 28%th

Bveryone on the island is invited to a wedding
and all send a chicken and other food as well as a
present. Thus up to 400 may feed at a wedding in meny
sittings. The bridal party used to sit through all the
sitting, but now they only sit through 3 of~ 4. Those
guests who are not feeding at any time usually dance.
When all the first meals are over, that is sbout midnight,
the bride and@ best man and the groom and bridesmaid
dance the wedding reel. Then the bride and bridesmaid
are taken up by other men for more reels. It used to be
said that the first man to get the bride would marry
next, but now even married men grab for her, Norning
tea ‘is then served %to all in turn,

At about 3 a.m. the Rhuileadh na Fhaber is danced.
The bride partners the groom and the best man dances with
the bridesmaid. It is a Scotch reel and it is only danced
once. Boxes of many kinds of artificial flowess are
provided so that the ladies can pin them on the men of
their choice (orron their first partners of the evening).
Thus some men have many flowers pinned on their lapels.
There is a normsl choice of partners for the general
Rhuileadh na Fhaber which follows.

Angus knew nothing sbout a dance with t he veils.

T noted two other things in the evening. His version
of the tune Gillisl an Fheilidh was as printed, a four
bar phrase repeated four times and then a sixteen bar
phrase. He gave me 16 bars in 20 seconds. Then I
collected from him this version of Highland Laddie.
There is one step missing, tha oL ”"i’ ““"‘j e mane Mit..[:,,l-(,

Highland Laddie

This is a lively dance. Sometimes dancing shoes
were worn to obtain better pointing. He gave me the
steps in the order 1, 8, 2, 4, 3, 5, 6, 7; and his
time was 16 bars in 18 secs.

1st. Step.
®Bxactly as ours. His shuffles were definite skuffing ones.




- 15 -

0.W. 1is here very loose with hardly any brush in or
1ift of the back foot. I described it in my
notes as 'spring up, double beat R foot, beat L'.

‘Ronde is here a low loose ronde with Zow hobs and’
not too much shaking of the waerking leg.

2nd step
315 2
b.

2

£
-{6
_gg)
-(18)
3rd step
—E?g
3 i}
b,
2‘
4§
-(6
-{8
-(16)
4+h step
T ik
b.
2
Bl
% St o
b.
e
-{4
< 6%
-(8
~(16)
5th step
-(2
3 1.
2.
(4) : 3
; £
2.

Hop on L foot taking weight off R foot.
Step on to R toe to R.

Close L foot to R foot.

Repeat (1) contrariwise.

Ronde L and R,

Repeat (1)-(2).

Shuffles R L R L.

Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.

O.W. R and L.

Spring on to both feet with R in front of L.
Step on to R foot to R.

Close L foot to R foot.

Repeat (3) contrariwise.

=, OW RawdLl .
Shuffles.

Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise,

Step on to R heel to R.
Close L foot to R foot.

Step on to R toe to R.

Close L foot to R foot.

Step on to R heel to R.
Close L foot to R foot,

Step on to R toe to R.
Repeat (1)-(2) contrariwise.

0. W. R and 4L,
Shuffles LR L R,
Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.

O.W. R and L.

Spring forward on to L foot.
spring forward on to R foot.
Hop back on R foot.

Hop back on R foot.

Drop back on to L foot,

O.W. R and L.

shuffles.

Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.




7th step
il i Hop on L foot with R in 2nd.
550 Hop on L foot with R in 5th rear
(almost touching the ground).
2 O.W R.
3 Ronde R.
4 Ronde R (nice control is requireddto ronde
again in the same direction as before),
—és) Repeat (1 —gég contrariwise,
-(16) Repeat Zl)— g).
8th stej
i 1. Spring and land on dwfoot beating R heel in
loose 3rd.
B. Beat R heel in loose 3rd.
Be Beat L foot.
2 As (1) but beat with R toe.
3 Ronde R.
) Do Step on to L heel to L.
7 . Close R foot to L foot.
8. Step on to L toe to L.
5. Close R foot to L foot,
-§8) Repeat (1;—(4) contrariwise.
-(18) Repeat (1)-(8).
Roderick lacPherson, second visit. Fri, 29th

T

Ronde R.

Back step with hop R and L.
Repeat (1)-(2) contrariwise.
0.W. R and 1L,

Shuffles.

Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.

After seeing Angus John's version of Highland
Laddie I went back to see Roderick who gave me the

following.

Highland Laddie

O0.W. is here exactly the same as Angus John's.
Shuffle means here place the feet with hardly any
indication of skuffing.

The steps were given to me in order from 1 to 10.




lst sten

e T

Exactly as ours.

3rd sten

-2
3 1
b.

b,
1=
be
5 ShEL R
B
1
-(4
-{6
-8
-(16)
5th step
-(2
3 T
2.
(4) T
e
-(6;

O.W. R and L.

Ronde R and L.

0.W. R and L.

Shuffles.

Repeat (1)-(2) contrariwise.

0.W. R and L.

Hop on L foot taking weight off R foot.
Step on to R foot forward and to R.
Close L foot to R foot.

Regpeat (3) contrariwise.

0. R and L.

Shuffles.

Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.

Step on to R heel %o R.
Close I, foot to.-R foot.

Step onito R toe to R.

Close L foot to R foot.

Step on to R heel to R.
Close L foot to R foot.

Step on to R toe to R. -
Repeat (1)-(2) contrariwise.
O.W. R and L,

Shuffles. .

Reveat (1)-(8) contrariwise.

O.W. R and L.

Spring forward on.to L foot swinging R leg

round to froni.

Spring forward on to R foot swinging L leg

round to front.

Hop back on R foot and stert to swing L
leg back again.

Hop back on R foot and finish swinging
L leg round to back.

O0.W. R andli, :

Shuffles,

Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.




6th ste
El?

2)
) i

_ge

-{5

~-(15)
7th step
1 s
2
3
3
o)
-\ 8
-(16)

Bc
e
2
8
4 i
5
?'
) b
-{8
T(3)
Sth steo
i Cipt
20
2
és
ey E
4 4.
e
2.
B
16)
10th step

Bxactly as

;t{epca X

= 1@

Ronde L,

Back step with hop twice finishing with R

foot at side of L leg.
Revpeat (1)~(9)

€. ¥, B anc i

Shuffles.

Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.

Hop on R foot with L
Hop on R foot with L
O W, L.
Ronde L.
Ronde h.
Reoeat

foot
foot in low

contrariwise,

£

G

Spring and land on
in loose 3rd posn.
Beat R heel in loose 3rd posn.
Beat L foot. .

As (1) but beat with R toe.
Ronde R.

Step on to L heel to L.

Close R foot to L fooi.

Step on to L toe to L.

Close R foot to L foot.

Repeat (ig -{(4) contrariwise.
Repeat (1)=(8).

Hop on L foot with R foot in low
Hop on L foot with R foot in low
oW, R,

Ronde R.

Step on to L heel to L.

Close R foot to L foot,

Step on to L toe to L.

Close R foot to L foot.

Repeat glg-€4§ contrariwise.
Repeat (1 8, :

the first.

in dIow
n

L foot beating

front leg posn.

back leg posn,

R Heel

front leg posn.
back leg posn,
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Mrs. Campbell, éaraheli&e, Daliburcsh.ca 20, Frl 2
TIn the house with Mrs and Mr Archie :¥aédDonald,

O

Sth

S

C

From Mrs Canpbell I learned that Ewen MacLachlan
was trained for the priesthood but was not allowed %o
give communion, He came from the meinland and went
back therse fregquently. She had no idea when or where
he died, @Twen Told the following story to his pupils;
one of whome was lrs Campbell's uncle, John Wilson.
Mrs Campbell had the story from her mother,

Bwen was told by a lady in Arisaig that one day,
while ploughing, her husband turned up a beautiful
statuesof a lady. It was in no way broken so he
cleaned it up and took it home where he put it in
the mantle piece. The weather immediately broke,
There were gales and continuous rain, One day the
lady saw the statue smiling, so she said, "He who
hath given thee power to smile hath given thee
powsr to tell me who thou art! "Just so, maid the
statue, "I am one of the bad angels who came dgéwn
from heaven with satan, and you will get no good
wegther until you put me back exactly where vou
found me."

According to Mr. MacDonald, ®wen was a small man.
Of his dances they knew the names First of August,
Over the Water, Highland Laddie, Scotch Blue Bonnets,
and Scotch Maker., Mrs, MacDonald gave the tune
Dornock Links for Scotch Maker,

They all had the tune Gillial an Fheilidh, but
had not heard of a dance of that name. Nrs., Campbell
gave the spurious story that the tune was composed &t»
a battle in the Crimean war a2nd that it drove the
Highlanders so out of hand that it was never again
used in battle.

Dannsa na Dunnag was performed with the hands under
the knees to any lively tune., It had no set form and
later it came to be a saving applied to anyone who
could not dance. :

Mrs Canpbell had heard of Rhuidhleadh na Coileach
Dubhe, but had never seen it. She had not even heard of
Cath nan Coileach.

She had tunes Amadaim Goraig Goraig, Cailleach an
Dudain and the printed tune Tri Chosan Coarach, but no
dances.

Vrs Canpbell remenbered that all Scotch reels
had cireles and not figures of eight, and that there
was no changing of partners.




In the wedding reel there was alwavs strathspey
and reel of Tullock and the bride danced all the time
with the best man in the strathspeyv part and only went
with the groom for part of the reel of Tullock.
Similarlv the groom and bridesmaid danced together all
the time in the strathspev part. In the reel of Tullock
the bride and groom were stolen awav and someone else
took their place. It was so well arranged that many did
not see it happen, but she could give no details of how
it was done. There seems to have been only one wedding
reel and that immediately after the tables. I gathered
that the bride and bridegroom had onlyv half s foursome
before being stolen away.

The Rhuidhleadh na Fhaber followed immediately
after the wedding reel. In those days the bride worse
a wreath of flowers on her head so there was no veil.

Bvery dance ended with the Cockade., The first man
in this threw a handkerchief at =2 lady snd they kissed
while the pipes played Pog a Toshack. Therewas no solo
dancing at the begining. It appears that the first four
on the floor danced and then the first eounle were 7°
displaced by another couple. There was then a rapid
general snowball of no fixed form until all were on the
fleor;

- Mr. MacDomald said that McDougal (1900) taught
Flowers of ®dinburgh, Lances, Quadrilles etc, but d4did
not to his knowledge teach any solo dances. His piper
was John Steel of Worth Boisdale.

Mrs Canpbell came from Loch Bynort.

Vrs MacLeod, Qrmaclett, ca. 93 Fri., 29%th
Via Dr. HMacLean

Dr. MacLean visited the house and returned with this
information., (lrs., VacLeod has very little English.)
Bwen had a house in a now uninhabited spot Cumhag where
there is still a place known as MacLachlans ruin.

She had seen Bwen and declared him to have been a small
bent man. .

Neil Walker, Bornish, ca. 83 Fri 29th

sy

With Dr. VMacLean in the post office.

Neil's father lived next door to Bwen at Cumhag.
Bwen lived with a certain Mary daughter of Ronald, but
when she died he went to the dogs and went sbout living
with many poeple. Bventually he died in South LochBoisdale




while living with some MacDonalds to whome he was related.
Some MacDonalds of Loch Bynort (according to Dr. MacLean
the same familv who moved ) took most of Hwens books.
Niel szid that there were a lot of books but I could not
discover whether there had been any menuscripts. He was
'not verv old' when he died, and danced almost to the end.
Neil thoughtthat Bwen was burrled at Howmore,

Bwen was a2 small man. He was in Francefor a nunber
of years.,

Kate Yorrison, Second visit. Pri., 29th
Back at Greybridge.

When Bwen came to South Tist it was to Bornish.

He then travelled up and down the Island walking along
the Macher, there being no high road then. It was in
this way that he reached her fathers hduse.

At Kates mothers wedding Twen jumped on to the
shoulders of a man who was dancing a Scotch reel and
went through the figure éight there. Later he put out
the lights on the wall (5'6") with his toe while dancing.

wmwen died at Howmore.

Kate knew the song Amadaim Goraig Goraig but did
not know whéhher it was used for the dance Dannsa na
Amadain.

In Rhuidhleadh na Fhaber the favours used to be
ribbons which were fasteneditbn the shouilders. These
changed to flowers about 60 years ago, a date whiech
she got bv remenbering different weddings when ribbons
and flowers were used.

Donald Walker, Second visit. Fri, 29th
Tn the house with his wife and children.

On *this occasion I took down some of his
Pirst of August and his Over the Water., I give first
the sword dance which I collected on Tue °6th

Sword Dance

Lst step
Standard.
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2nd step. 3 .
gillie Calium R foot in 1 facing N.
- L foot in 4 facing N, D
- - R Boet: |, L Teok:- 2. 4 {
- - L foot 4, R foot 3.
> - - R foot 1, L fool B.
E - - L foot 4, R foot 3. A
- Jumps in 1 and 2 as usual to end at B facing W.
Repeat to C, D and back to A facing W.
3rd gte
(1) Tlllie Callum R foot in 1 faeing N.
E?% - L foot in 4 facing N.
3 DPOp on R foot in 1, poiat~ L in 4.
Hop on R foot in 1, point L in 5th posn.
(4) Hop on R foot &n 1, point L in 2.
Hop on R foot in 1, carry L foot over 3.
-(5) Drop on L foot in 4, point R in 1.
Hop on L foot in 4, point R in 5th posn.
(6) Hop on L foot in 4, point R in 3.
Hop ~on L foot in 4, carry R foot over 2,
-{(8) Jumps in 1 and 2 as usual to end at B facing W.
Repeat to C, D and back to A in 4 facing B.
4th step
¥ 3 Hop twice on R foot in 4 pointing L toe then heel in 1,
(2; Repeat (1).
3 Hop twice on L foot in 4 pointing R toe then heel in 1.
4 Repeat (3).
5 Hop twice on R foot in 1 pointing L toe then heel in 2.
6 Hop twice on L foot in 1 pointing R teo then heel in 2,
7 Jurp oh %o R foot in 1 pointing L foot in 2,
Jump on to L foot in 1 pointing R foot in 2Z.
(8) Repeat (7).

Reneat to 8, D and bagk

‘Tiﬁﬁ 5 ; =
:11116 EBalilum R fool 1,

to.A in;, faclnu_E.
L foot 2, feeing N,
L Poot 2, R Toot 1, Tacing 8.
R foot 9 L foot 1, Tacing W.
L foot 1 R foot 2, facing W.

Repeat {1)=(4) %0 C fac1n9 S.

Repeat to A, to C and back to A facing N,
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First of August

Donald was very shaky about the dance. He had lost
the treble completely, though he knew what he wanted
to do. He was quite happy about vartations and in part-
icular did not mind whether the close had placed feet
or skuffings. 'You work it out as you want,' he said.
He used both hands except forrthe 4th step where he
used alternate hands to feet. It was wrong %to have
the hands up for the shuffles in Over the Water and for
the close here; but he still put his hands up for
buovancy. He gave me the steps in the order 2, 3, 1, 4,
5; his only other step, the 6th, being lost.

Treble is here a wide swinging step with the other
knee well bent. This was Rotchains style.

1st step

1 Catch in R and treble L. .

2 Catech in L and treble R. / Moving forward.
-(4 Back step with hop R L R L. / lNoving back.
~-(6 Repeat (1)-(2).

-(8 Shuffle R R L R.
-(16) Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.
2nd step

i 3 . Jump to land on both feet apart.

b. Jump to land on both feet R in 5th,

Do Jump to land on both feet apart.

b, Jump to land on both feet L in 5%th.
t2) o Jurp to land on both feet apart.

15 Jump to land on both feet R in 5th.

2 Jurmp to land on both feet apart.

Es Cateh in L and treble R.

4 Catch in R and treble L,

—§6 Repeat (1)-(2).

-(8 Shuffle R R L R.

-(16) Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.

3rd ste

(1) s 54 Jump to land on both feet L in 5th.
b Step with L foot forward and to R in front
2

of R foot.
. Close R foot to 5th rear.

Back step with hop L and R,
Repeat (1)-(2) conbtrariwise.
Catch in R and treble L.
Cateh in L and treble R.
Shuffle R.R.L.R.

) Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.

A

O S e e

= 00 Oy O 00

A




4th ste
t1) 1. Shuffle R foot in to 5th.

b shuffle R £f8ot in to 5th.

E Shuffle R foot in to 5th rear.
B Shuffle R foot in to 5th reasn.
Repeat (1) conirariwise.

Back step with hop R L R L.
Repeat (1)=-(2).

Shuffle L L R L.

Repeat (1)-(8) comtrariwise,

The first two bars were originally hit the L
toe twice with the R toe, then the L heel twice

" with the R toe, and contrariwise. This however

was so ugly that it was verv soon changed %o

a shuffle or heel tap in front and a toe tap
behind, and later to full shuffles. It can now
be performed as shuffle front back front back.

5th ste
(1) 1, Hop on L foot.

E

gf

2
3
6
8)

16)

s Beat R foot forward just in front of lst posn.
b, Beat R foot back to lst posn. '
2> Hop on R foot.
Beat L foot forward just in front of 1lst posn,
b. Beat L foot back to 1lst posn.
' Repeat (1).
Back step with hop R L R L.
Repeat (1)-(83).
Shuffles L L R L.
Repeat (1)-{(8) contrariwise.

6th step

This, the only other step, he could not remenber.

VWiss Harriet NacDonald, Daliburgh ca. 45 Pri 29th

At the house with her mother, Rochains widow.

She and her mother had heard of Carraig Fherghuis

as a dsnce but had not seen it and did not know the tune.

Yer.

She sald that Bwen was a small man.

MacKellaig, Pri 29th

In the presbytery, Daliburgh.

He had a Puit-a-Beul for Jack-a-Tar which staris

'The reel of the cocks of big Hector'. This he had from
his mother who came from South Uist.

He rang someone who gave Kathe Maclean as

Vrs Brannigan, 31, REfpedair (R4A?) Paisley.
The o0ld man at the other end of the phone knew of
failleach an Dudain as a solo step dance.




Dr, Vaclean
Memoriss of remarks made on Fri., 29th.

He remenbered that 'x' had told him that some
20 years ago someone had collected some solo steps
from 'y' on the island who could not remenber’ them- ...
all. The stranger, who was said to be related to
Bwen, went to the north of France (Brittany) where
he found dances corresponding to the Hebridean solos.
He filled in the maps from the Fpench dances. When
he returned to South Uist 'y' had remembered the other
steps and they corresponded exactly with the steps
colloected in.PFprance.

Dr, lacLean had heard that Bwen spent a nurber
of vears in Frgnce studying dancing after his
college days ended.
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Over the Water to Charlie

I started collecting this dance from Harriet and
Annie MacDonald slmost as soon as I arrived and went on
with it until I left. I also collected Donald Walkers
version which was much fuller.,

Harriet and Annie gave me six steps, nunbers
1,2,3,4,5 and 8. Only Harriet had the fifth, and she
was not sure that she had put it in the right place.

Break here means hop on L foot.with R in 5th posn,
gtep half way to int posn with R foot, close
L foot to 5th rear posn,

O.W. here nmeans hHop on L foot with double beat of R,
beat L foot. There is a slight catch in.

The two movements are very similar and it was not
possible to get them to distinguish between them.
The same was true of Donaldd Walker.

1st ste
-(6 Break R R L L R L,
- Shuffle R L R 1.
-(16) Repeat (1)=-(8) contrariwise.

2nd ste ;
&%, e Hop on L foot with R in half 2nd.
Hop on L foot with R in 5th (ball.of foot).

Repeat (1) contrariwise.
Break R L.

Repeat (1)-(2) contrafiwise.
Shuffles R LR L.

Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.

Ronde R.
Double back step, very low, R L.
Repeat (1)-(2) contrariwise.
Break R L.
Shuffles R L R L.

~~Repeéat (1)-(8) contrariwise.

Step on to R heel to R diag forward.
Close L foot to R foot.
Step.on to R toe to R diag forward.
Close L foot to R foot.
Step on to R heel to R diag forward.

; Close L foot to R foot.
Step on to R toe to R diag forward.
Reapeat (1)-(2) contrariwise.
G W R 1.,
Shuffles R L R L,
Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.
It was not clear whether there should be
a hop at the begining of bar (1) or a hold
at the end of bar (2).




5th steo
1 i
80
2
-(4
-(6
-=(8
-(18)
8th sten
T
2
_(4
6
-8
-(16)

FProm Donald Walker: .o
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Step forward on to R foot with L hanging loose.
Step back on to L foot with R hanging loose.
Ronde R.

Repeat (1)-(2) contrariwise.

o.W. R L.

Shuffles R L R L.

Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.

O. %, B, :
Double back step R L turning R.
0., R &,

.. 1

Double back step L R turning L.
Shuffles R L R L.

Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.

I got this fuller version,

The steps now nunbered 3,4,5,6,7 were originally numbered
7,3,2,5,6, though he had already given me another no, 2.
The order in which he gave me them (in their present

nurbering

-(8)
-(16)
2nd step
1 1
P
2
-4
-(6
_gg
-(16)

f8) 1.
C.
o
_§4§ ,
-=(6
—(8

) wan 1,2,8,4,5,6,7,53.

Q.W., B3 5L, LRI
Shuffles R L:R L.
Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.

Hop on L foot with R in half 2nd.

Hop on L foot with R in 5th (ball of foot).
Repeat (1) contrariwise.

0.W. R L.

Repeat (1)-(2) contrariwise.

Shuffles R L R L.

Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.

Step forward on to R f6ot with L hanging. loose.
Step back on toc & foot with R hanging loose.
Stamp on R foot in 1lst posn. / Feet facing
Stamp on L foot in lst posn. / almost

Starmp on R foot in 1st posn. / forward.
Repeat (1)-(2) contrariwise.

O.¥W. R L,

Sshuffles R L R L.

Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.
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4th step :
Wxactlvy as 4th of Harriet and Annie NMacDonald.

5th ste
(1) 1 Hop on L foot with R in 5th.
4. Carry R foot to int aer (no hop).

€. Hop on L foot shaking R to 2nd aer with
a bend of the knee.
(Ronde starting at 5th.)

8 Double back step R L.
-(4 Repeat (1)-(2) contrariwise.
-6 0%, R L.
-(8 Shuffles R L R L.
-(16) Repeat (1)-(8) contrariwise.
6th ste
1 s o Hop on L foot with R in 2nd posn. i
2. Hop on L foot with R in back leg posn.
égg 0.W. R.
3 Ronde R, landing on R foot behind and slightly

2. to L.-of L foot.
L] e. Step ©on to Lheel to L.
(4) 1. Close R foot to L foot.
eq Step on to L toe %to L.
= Close R foot to L foot.

-(8) Repeat (13-(4% contrariwise.
-(16) Repeat (1)-(8).
7th step

: £ x - Hop on L foot with R in 2nd posn.
2. Hop on L foot with R in back leg posn.
(2% R  Heal b R,
(3 Ronde R, ‘
. landing on R foot behind and slightly to
L of L fook.
. Step on to L heel to L.
(2) 1. Close R foot to L foot.
e, Step on to L toe to L.
2. Close R foot to L fook.

—28) Repeat (12-243 contrariwise.
-(16) . Repeat (1)-(8).
8th step

Bxactly as 8th of Harriet and Annie NacDonald.

Note=these similarities;
1a%. ond. 4th, 8%th steps are the same (except for O.W. % Break). ¢
Both Bprd steps are like the 5th step of the other version,




1861-1965

Extract of an entry in a REGISTER of DEATHS -
Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages (Scotland) Act 1965

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
No. Name and surname When and where died Sex Age Name, surname and rank Cause of death, duration of Signature and qualification When and where registered
Rank or profession and whether or profession of father disease and medical of informant and residence, and signature of registrar
single, married or widowed Name and maiden surname attendant by whom certified if out of the house in which
of mother the death occurred
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Extract of an entry in the records for the CENSUS of SCOTLAND of March 31st 18 5!
Held in the custody of the General Register Office for Scotiand, New Register House, Edinburgh 92/1851/7/10
Parish or district South Uist City-or county Inverness
Note: Particulars of relationship to head of family and condition as to marriage are not included in the Returns for 1841
Road, street etc., and Relation to Condition . -
WGl oF Hiane ot Relise Name and surname of each person head of family| as to marriage Age Rank, profession or occupation Where born
South Uist
Lower Bornish Christina McDonald Head U 36 Cotter Formerly Farm Labourer|Inverness Shire
Ewen McLachlan Visitor U 45 Teacher of Dancing Refwshire Greenock
]
RX012(T)
FEB 74

Given under the Seal of the General Register Office, New Register House, Edinburgh on Sen Oﬂn% —)ﬁr,.




007882

Extract of an entry in the records for the CENSUS of SCOTLAND of FRELl R g B
Held in the custody of the General Register Office for Scotland, New Register House, Edinburgh 118.2/1861/7/4
Parish-or-district Howmore City-or county Inverness
Note: Particulars of relationship to head of family and condition as to marriage are not included in the Returns for 1841
Road, street etc., and Relation to Condition ; .
i, OF Eme of house Name and surname of each person head of family | as to marriage Age Rank, profession or occupation Where born
South Uist
Cuang Christina McDonald Head n 46 Cotter Invernessshire
Ewin McLachlan Boarder Un 65 Teacher of Dancing Renfrewshire Greenock

Given under the Seal of the General Register Office, New Register House, Edinburgh on 5N U@nﬂ«?zﬂﬂl ,o,o:.a.

RX012(T)
FEB 74




Vorar and MNoidart

T. M. Flett and F.Rhodes

5th - 11th April, 1956.

Vorar - Invérasilort - Glen Uig - Kinlochmoidart -

Wilean Shona - Moidart - Fort William.

Concerning Hwen NMaclLachlan

1. There was a family living at Retland some time during
the 19%th century. (Miss Walker, Bracara, aged 80,

remerbers her mother telling her of the people there.

Ronald Maclean, Cumusdarrach, aged ca 80, remenbers a

neighbour referring to 'the man of Retlsnd' as sn

extremely strong man. Neither can remenber the name

of the family.)

2. There are the ruins of a home at Retland. (Mr.MacDonald
Sunisletter. )

3. There is a reasonalbe amount of land at Retland, and
the owner would be regarded as a man of subatance,
particularly if he had the grazing rights on.part of the

hill. (Unknown man, living beside Mr. Maclean.)

This might not apply to a tenant. It is possible that
the farm,mlvht have been let on a lease of 99 years.
Mich land in these parts is so let. (The latter from
John MacLachlan, Rhubana, )

4, No memory of = Ffamily of MNacLachlans, or of any family
at Retland within living memory. (other than a keeper
living there for a short time).

5. There was a family of Maclachlans living at Inverailort.
: There are varios written records, one possibly
refering to Retland.
a. Bracara church records. These begin in 1832,
Sept. 4th, 1839. Donald, son of Donald NMacDonald
and Flora MacLachlan of Corrvbowie was baptised.
(Coire Buidhe is between Inverailort and Glenfinnan,
There is no place of the name of Corryvbowie known
within reasonable distance of Bracars other than
this. It is possible that Flora was staying with
her people at Reland when:the babv was born. )
b. Arisaig local recoris. These begin.in 1855,
April Sth, 1860. Duncan MacLachlan (married)
from Inverailort died. His father was Bwen lLac .ccha
MaclLachlan, farmer, and his mother was Anne
VacLachlan, nee MaclMillan, both dead. Duncan was
burried at Kilmallie, and the death was witnessed
by Mary MacLachlan, daughter of Duncan.
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c. Sept 19th, 1869, Mary MNacLachlan, widow of Duncan,
from Inverailort, died aged 87. She was nee Campbell,
Witnessed by Alexander, her son.

d. dJaly 8th, 1881, Ann VacLachlan,died aged 3.

Father was Alexander MaclLachlan, estate overseer,
mother Christjy-lacLachlan, nee lNaclachlan,
Inverailorst.

There are no mentions of this family of MacLachlans
in the Bracars local records (1855 - ), nor in Arisaig
church records (1832 = ). We did not check baptisms
nor marriages in the Arisaig local records.

There are records of a familv of MacLachlans from
Glasgow, now living at Rhubana., The names Ewen, Flora,
Anous are not family names among them.

6. F.S.Cameron - Head, of Inverailort Castle, remenbers

Alexander lMaclLachlan. He died after 1908 and in 1908
was living in Fori William. WMr MacRae, Inverailort,
aged 90, knew Alexander and hed heard of Duncan.

7. We could fing no one whatever who had anv rmemories
of Bwen NMacLachlan.
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Concerning dancing.

VMiss Walker, Bracsra. 80. Tha, Bth.
Miss Walker was taught by MeDougall. She also
learnt a certain amount from her sister who had lessons

from Mr 'Meerens' (Myron?) in Mallaig. MNeDougal
actually taught simaltaneouslv in Mallaig and Bracara.
Repertory: Scotch Reels, 8-some,:Lancers, Quadrilles,
Queen Victoria, Rory O'Wore, Glasgow Highlanders,
Triumph, Petronella, Flowers of REdinburgh, Haymakers;
Round dances - Highland Schottische, Dutch Polka;
solog - Fling, Swords, Shean Trews, Jack-s-Tar,
She saw no other solos in her young days though she has
seen Cissie lMacDonald more recently.

Of the dances listed above, the Glasgow Highlanders
was btaught by FeDougal, but the rest were introduced by
NMyron, Both MecDougasl and Myron were fiddlers,

Miss Walker started the Scotch Reel side by side
and then did the figure eight. She hed heard of the
circle, but had not done it. She thought that it was
Myren who introduced the figure eight.

Pipes and Fiddles were used Tor all dances. Dances
outside only on-great national occasions, e.g.
Queen Victorias Jubilee.

At a wedding the bride and the groom took ;part in
the Wedding Reel, the first dance, but others danced at
the. same time. There were no other special dances,

The tusual kissing dance was known as Dannsadh na
Bonnaidhean (The Bonnat Dance), and was performed with
g bonnet. She had , however, only vague memories of it.
The musicisn made no special note for the kiss.

She had not seen any *little plays'.

There was a dancing-master in Bracara in a barn there
when she was 4 or 5, but she could nofremenber the name.

Father MacNeil, Bracara, c¢a.70. : Thu, 5th

Prom Barra. He had heard of a stealing reel at the
end of =2 wedding, but of nothing else. Not interested
in dancing in his young davs.
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Ronald MNaclean, Cumusdarrach, ca 80, Fei, 6th

He had done the 'old stvle' Scotch Reel when he
was young. In this you start beside your partner,
ladies begin and the men follow them round in a circle
clockwise, Ladies return to their places, and men
return to their own pariners.

He had met the kissing reel as Pease Straw.
“hls was performed with a thrown hanky and, the lady
knelt, There was no kissing music though there was
kigsing.

Nothing from the following:-
John MacLachlan, Rhubana, ca 60,
Mr MacDougal, Tuigil, ca 75. =
Mrs @illies, Bourblach, ca 87.
Donald KMacDonald, Sunnyside, ca 65,
Mrs Gillies, Sunnisletter, ca 97.

F.S.Cameron -Head, Inverailort Castle, ca 60 Sat. 7th

The '8 Men of Moidart' danced atithe bicentenary
celebrations by Wendv Wood and Co, was the R.3.C.D.S.
one (at least, that done at Inverailort Castle in the
evening was. This was organised by C,.H, himself, There
was another performance at the monument but this was
probably the same).

He knew the Irish style rocking stﬂp as 'cower
the buckle' Tt was used in the strat thespeyvy part of
the Scotch ?eei as a step to f£ill in time. It was
not incorporated in any 'proper' 8'bar step.

He had heard old people say that in the Reel
a man should always dance his setting steps on the
spot - 'he must dance on a haLf—crown . A lady was
allowed to move a little — 'she must dance on a peat',

He showed us his favourite Reel setting step:-

1.1. Sten forward on to RF.
2. Drop back on %to LF,
2.1. Step on to RF in 5th rear,
and step on to ILF in front.
De = =
2. Drop back on to RF.

He had no information of step dances, Gaslic dances
kissing reel etc.
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Mr lacRae, Inverailort, S Sat 7th

Born in Kintail, .but saw little dancing until he
moved to Lochiel's estate about 60 years ago.

He remenbered the kissing reel with thrown hanky.
The ending was a plain cirecle,

Anous NacPherson, ca 72 Sat 7th
VMrs lVacDonald, ca 77 Sun 8%th

Rose Cottage, Sameslaman, Glen Uig.

These are brother and sister. They were brought up
in Smirisary and lived there for many years. There was
g fairly large family of them and they often danced in
their own homes, their hiother and their father singing
puirt-a~bedal for them.

One of the dances which they learned from their
father and an old friend of his, in their own home, was
a dance called 'The Bight Men of MNoidart'. It was also
known as 'The Double Rsel'.

This was danced by four couples, the initial
positions being as shown. It is in Strathspey tempo,
any strathspey being used.

Bars. :

1 =0 Li and Iy pass with right to each others places
and Lo and Lz set off at the same time but allow
the others t0o pass in front of them and then
pas&Teach other with »ight shonidbrsilto-éachi o =
others places (Fig. 2).

3 = 4, ¥, and Mo pass with right shoulders to each
places. 1y and M, set off at the same %ime,
but allow the othérs to pass in front of them
and then pass each other with right shoulders
to each others places.

(There was no clear directive as to what the
ladies didduring these two bars, but it seems
verv-probable that all moved as follows:-




7 - 8,
9 - 16.
1T~ B
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Mo moves to L 's placeand Mz moves to Lg s place
the two men passing ricght shoulders,

Starting at the same time but allow1nﬁ the first
pair to cross first, kl moves to ILy's place
while M, moves to LL s place, the tow.men

“passihg righs shoulders.

At the same %time Lj moves from L4 to My's place
Ly moves from Li's po-¥3i's place
Lz moves from Lo s to Mo's place
Lo moves from L3's to Mz's place,

Ladies return to their own places in the same
mamner as in bars 1, 2. (Presumably the men
move over one. )

The men return to thei.pogiiions shown,

There is no doubi*about there positions,

F.R. was My and T.M.F, was Mg, and both 1
1nstinctivelv went back to back to form a cross,
but were pushed into the places shown,

All set to partners. MNrs MacDonald mentioned
explicitly the Highland Schottische step, but
both she and Angus said that any Highland
Pling step could be used.

Repeat bars 1 to 8 , but with the ladies and
men starting similtaneously as shown in PFig.4.
The order of crossing is the same as before,
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295 - 32, Repeat bars ¢ to 16.

Repeat bars 17 to 32 as often as you please.
The dance may be ended with two parallel Reels
of Tulloch.,

The strathspey travelling step was step, close,
step and hop with other foot up in front.

The dance was not performedat general dances in the
district, but only in their own house. This would be
55 to 60 years ago.

They knew the kissing reel as 'Dannsa lNor' and
'Peage Straw'. WVrs MacDonaldhad seen the first man
dance over the hanky, but very rarely. Usuallvy he
just walked round twirling his hanky. They 4id kiss,
but there was no kissing music. It finished with s
Scotch Reel.

They had not heard of Cailleach an Dudain,

They had seen yvoungsters playing Dammsa na Dunnag,
down on their hunkers, and just hopping about. The tune
was Ruidhleach na Coilegch Dubh.

Thev had heard of Dannsa na Goraig (the foolish
womans dance) but did not know what it was. This was
in reply to a question by Frank about Dammnsa na Amadain.

They had heard of a song larbhadh na Beiste Dubhe,
but did not know it. They had seen Donald MacDonald
of Kinlochmoidart, a boatman, perform it.

They knew the '01ld Style' of the Secdich Reel,
Begin side by side, then circle with men following
ladies. Return to places and to partners. Indeed there
is no changing of partners even with figure eight.
Changing of partners occurs only in Tulloch.

Angus at least, and probably Mrs MacDonald also,
went to MeDougal's when he had classes in Glen Uig.
He taught 7 steps of the Fling. Also Glasgow Highlanders
in which both parts were at the same tempo. The girls
had d-ncing shoes (what type, they were not gillie shoes)
for training, The men wore gatent leather shoes
with 2 low heel for McDougal's classes. In general
dancing men hooched and snapped their fingers, but the
ladies did not.

The bridal reel at a wedding,va 4-some, was watched
by all the guests.

Before the present hall was built, thev danced in
the boathouse which had a good spingy wooden floor.
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Their father was taught by a teacher ealled Fraser.
MeDougal brought the 8-some to Glen Tig.

There are still two sisters alive:-
Mrs Johnstone (ca 60) 1, Mount Pleasant, Reading Berks.

¥rs ladDonald (eca 90) 119, Caledonia Road, Southside,
Glasgow,.

T.M.P, went to see Mrs MacDonald and found her %o be

. stone deaf and very wooly. Only item of interestwas that
Lord Howard held his Christmass dances at Mingarry

some 70 years ago.

Mr Sandy Gillies, c¢/o Mrs Kate Vaclean 3at 7th
glen Uig 77.

 ¥r @illies was brought up in Smirisary. He was
away from 1801 to 1908.

He went to McDougall's classes and could remenmber
the Highland Fling whieh he taught.

Highland Fling

1st step
Standard except that hands are raised on.the turns.

2nd sten

. Hop on with RF in int posn.

l1.1. Hop on LF with RF in 2nd posn.
2. Hop on LF with RF in back leg posn.
3. Hop on LF with RF in int posn.
4, Hop on LF with RF in front leg posn,
LR
LR

B
2. Hop on with RF in front leg posn.

3. Cross RF over to left and drop on to RF,
4, Hop ' on RE with.iPoin Bih.posn. 7~ ,o
4, Perform bars 1 and 2 contrariwise.

P

erform bars 1 to 4 again.

Opposite hands to feet changing on the cross over,




ard sten

l.1..Hop on LF with R toe in 5th posn,
2. Hop on LF with R heel’ in~5%h posn.
3., Hoo on RF with L toe in 5th posn.
4, Hop on RF with L heel in 5th posn.

2,5. Perform bar 1 twice again.

4, Round the leg LF turning right.
Perform bars 1 to 4 contrariwise.

Put both hands up for the turns.

: ~This step is the only one of Mr Gillies which was
not confimed by Mr John Maclean. See his third step
later on.

4th step
1.1. Hop on LF with RF in 2nd posn.
2. Hop on LF with RF in back leg posn.
3, Hop on LF with RF in int posn.
4. Hop on LF with RF in front leg posn.
2e Back step with RF, LF, RF and L% again,
3,4. Perform bars 1 and 2 COHtPaPlJlS@.
Perform bars 1 to 4 again.

Standerd hands.

oth step
1. .. Round the leg RF,

2e Front step RF and LF; back step RP ana LF,
3. “-RodindhnsheciegsRP,

4, Round the leg LF turning right.

Perfoom bars 1 to 4 contrariwise.

6th step
1.1, Hop on LF with RF in 2nd posn.

2. Hop on LF with RF in bBack leg posn.

3. Hop on LF with RF in front leg posn.

4. Carry RF round to back leg posn then drop on to
it, at the same time cutting the LF out to
2nd iow aer posn,

. Perform bar 1 contrariwise,

s Perform bar 1 again.

- Round the leg LF turning right.

Perform bars 1 to 4 contrariwise.

B W

Opposite hand to foot with hands up for turns.




" He could also remenber three steps of MNeDougall's
Shean Truibhais.

Shean Truibhais

1lst step 3
1.1, Hop on LF and shake RF out.from low front leg posn
to int aer posn and back again.

2. Perform bar 1 again.
3., Chasse with RPF straight forward.
4,
2 Perform bar 1 contrariwise.
3. Perform bar 1 again.
4. Pas de Basque LF andthen RF backwards to starting
point.

Perform bars 1 to 4 contrariwise,

Both hands up (but probably down on bars 4 and 8).

2nd step
" 1.1. Spring on to LF with RF in 5%th posn.

2. Hop on LF and shake RF in int aer.posn.
3. Step on to RF behind LF.
b. Step to left on to LF.
4, Close RF to LF.
2. Perform bar 1 contrariwise.
Do Perform bar 1 again.
4, Pas de Basque LF and then RF travelling backwards.
PerBorm bars 1 to 4 conirariwise.

Hands clasped in front for bars 1-3 and 5~7,
ard aup for bars 4 and 8.

3rd step.
1.1. Hop on LF with R 'toe in 5%th posn.

. ? with R heel in 5%th posn.
. ? with R toe in 5%th posn.
. Chasse with RF forward.

> o o

g Perform bar 1 contrariwise,

- Perform bar 1 again.

. Pas de Basque LF and then RF,
Perform bars 1 to 4 contrariwise.

H> G L0

The strathspey travelling step was: Step, Close,
Step with leg up in front leg posn.

The reel travelling dtep for Reels was:
Hop (swing through) Step, Close, Step.
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The country dance traveiling step was:
Step, Close, Sten (no hop).

The Irish styvle Pocking step was used to fill in
time in the Reel. He did not know it as 'cover the buckle',
nor had he ever heard it called that.

In the Reel, - men 4did Fling stens; ladies did
'low steps'.

He also learned the Sword dance, It had the standard
first step.

There was no 8-some before leDaugall brought it
with him.,

Only men hooched. Men and ladies had their hands
on their hips in country dances.

Patent leather dancing shoes were used by men -
heel-less gillie shoes were never worn.

" He had heard of Dannsa na Dunnag, but had not even

seen children do i%t. : :

He had seen the Hunting of the Otter, done once
about 60 years ago by Donald MacDonald, who lived on
fthe far side of Loch lloidart - he was the Lairds boatman.
He was a bit of a comedian and conjuror. Nr Billies
thought the performer said a ryme as he did it. The
man simply placed the otter himself - some dark
wrapping, with a tail - and then hunted for it with his
skick.

Dannsa lMor was.used to start the dance. A man
took a white hanky and dropped it on the chosen girls
lap. There was no kissing: the tune was 'White Cockade'.
All walked roundin couples and finished with a Scotch Reel.
He saw it last 30 to 40 years ago.

He had not heard of the old style circular reel,

Christina Kennedy, Glen Uig 72 Sun 8th

: She had seen some old people one night in Glen Uig
trying to teach some younger people how to dance a double
Reel of Tulloch. She cannot remenber anything sbout it.

Otherwise nothing: not verv helpful.
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Vrs Flora MacDonald (nee lMaclean), Glen Uim, 70 Sun 8th

She now lives with her nephew and ni&ce,
¥r end Mrs MacKillop. She was absent in Glasgow from
1900 - 1905, She remernbers her father talking about
what his fsther had told him, the last being s very fine
dancer who died some 65 years ago. From him she had
heard of Ir Fraser who taught in Glen Uiz some 80 +
years ago. Her grandparents did not know the Lancers,
Quadrilles or Petronella, Their dances were Fling,
Swords, Shean Truibhais, and Sailors Hornpipe;
Scotch Reel, Reel of Tullocli, Highland Schottische,
and the Bight men of lMoidart.

Mr McDougall taught some 40 vears ago and brought
the 8-some, Petronellsa, Circassian Circle. ¥Nr PFraser
brought Lancers and Quadrilles.

Her grandfather 4id the Bight men of MNoidart,
amd her Tather had seen it. She thought that her father
said that it was the old 8-some and that vou stand as
for t he 8-some. Her naphew said that he remerbers her
father saying that it'started like the Scotch Reel!
She had not seen the dance herself,

In leDougall's 8-some, the 'introduction' came only
at the begining and at the end.

She had seen the Killing of the Otter performed by
Donald lMacDonald - he was singing to himself as he did
it. He also had a dance acconmpsnied by a song 'Won't
vou marry me'. This was a tap dance, moving round the
roon.

(The notes ont his point are not clear. This may have
been performed by Ronald Kennedy of Rilean Shona.)

She had seen Rhuidhleach na Pog (also known as
Dannsa lor and Pease Straw). There was ho solo, just
throw the hanky and kiss. PForm up in couples - the men
only kiss their cosen girls, not the one who chooses them.
Any dance to end. It was the last dance and was done
to White Cockade. Her niece had done it at sechool.

There was no kissing music.

In general dancing, men hooched and crackit but
ladies did not; they held their skirts.
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McDougall stayed for a month in Glen Uig teaching
there every second night. He taught the other nights
in Roshvin, putting.up in each place on the appropriate
nights, and walking backwards anmt forwards. He charged
6/~ for the month. He chargsd extra for the solos -
something like 4/- each, and those who elected %o learn
these had to come half an hour before the general class
bagan. He returned for another month the following
vear, He would have been about 40 %hen.

NeDougall taught the step described by Cameron Head
as 'coverthe buckle' (see earlier), but notunder that
name.

Mr John Maclean, Glen Uiz ca 50 Sun 8th
Nephew of lrs MacDonald above,

He learned lMcDougall's Highland Fling from his
uncles (¥rs MacDonalds brothers) and could remerber it
quite clearly. He confirmed Sandy Gillies steps except
the third which he said should have been as follows.

Highland Fling

3rd step -

i Round the leg RF.

2.1. Hop on LF with R toe in 5th posn.

2. Hop on LF with R heel in 5t posn.

3. Hoo on RF with L toe in 5%th posn.

4. HOp on RF with L heel in 5th posn.

3. Round the leg RF.

4, Round the leg LF turning right.
Perform bars 1 to 4 contrariwise.

Nrs NacPherson, by boathouse, GlenAUig, 86 Sun 8th

She sayathat the Bight men of Moidart is a reel
and is like the 8-some.

Nothing else - she left Glen Uig when she was 18
and returned in 1814,

Nothing from the following:-
Angus Maclsaac, Smirisary, ca 40
Ronald MacDonasld, Glen Tig, ca 40 Sun 8%th
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Mrs Ronald MacDonald, Glen 'Uig, ca 40 Sun 8th
lion 9th
A pupil of Rotchain in Seuth 'UisB.! Knew (and has some
knowledge of still) Highland Laddie, Scotch Blue Bonnets,
Over the Water, Scotch Measure and Miss Forbes.,
Confirmed and corrected iliss Forbes for me. See separate
notes.

Nothéng from:-

Mr Smith, Kinlochmoidart, 87. lHon 9hth
Donald Kennedy, Eilean Shona, ca 70 Mon 9th

Inclined to be unhelpful, but I think his memory is bad.
He has the impression that the '8 men of Moidart' should be a
strathspey, but claims that this is just his own oppinion.

Mrs Maclellan, Eilean Shona, ca 70 Mon 9th

Knew nothing of '8 men of Moidart'.

Had seen Dannsa na Pog. Just drop hanky into girls lap,
kiss her and gake her round. She throws hanky to another man
who repeats this with another girl, Walk round in couples till
all are on the floor, then finish with a Sotch Reel. No kissing
music; White Cockade, always by pipes: last dance,

Father Campbell, originally fromBaara but now the priest
at ilingarry, then came in, and the conversation, led by Frank,
turned to the steeling reel.,

Fr, Campbell: There was first the wedding reel - Rhuidhleach
na Bainnshe - danced by the bridal couple, best man and brides-
maid, All must watch this, Then there was a rush by the men to
be the one to have the next dance with the bride, There was a
certain time later.in the evening for the '@oid', and the actual
steeling took place in the dance,

Mrs Maclellan: The bride rushed away and no-one took her place.

Fr Campbell: Someone did teke her place for the Reel went on.

Mrs Maclellan: It was done on Eilean Shona and was known as
'Ghoich' - some-one took the brides arm and rushed her away,
but no-one took her place,

They both had not heard of a dance with the veils.




Father Campbell ifon 9th

Talking of Eween Maclachlan. In the early 19th century,
when Ewen was a boy, the Catholic Church was not organised on
a parochial system, The priests went where their services were
most needed. Some of them kept a 'mass companiorn', who carried
the priests vesiments and who helped in the mass. Some of
these were trained as catechists. It seems quite likely that E.M.
was such a mas: companion, and this would account for his educatiion
for the priests frequently taught these youngsters what they
knew of latin etc.

There was also constant travel between Scotland and France,
and so a priest might well have taken his companion ewer to
Franceon a visit. So E°M, might have gone over to Dauvai as the
companion to a priest.

Fr Campbell says that Douai was entirly seminarial,
and that .M. would never have been accepted there. The man
who might know is Rev David McRoberts, St Peters College,
Cardross.

(L am doubtfull of the fact that Douail was entirle seminarial,
for the Scotch College in Paris was not purly a seminary for
priests) 5

Donald Cameron, Post Office, Acharacle

Learned the 8-some from MacGillwray ca 1912,
Chain, L; into centre, set and turn partner, set and turn
opposite, then 1, etc., This confirmes a mote made in 1954 (q.v.).

Kidson's Index. Glasgow

The Eight Men of Moidart eccurs in:-
Rutherford's dances 1I, 49.
Bremmer, 38.
Campbell, book 22, p0180
Stewart's Reels, 23.
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Sandy Allen MacDonald, Dalnabrech, 75 Tue 10th

Has never seen the Eight Men of Moidart, but he has an
impression, which he says is just his own opinion, and not
gathered from other people, that it was the 8-some reel,

He did not have classes in dancing,

Miss Jean MacPherson, Post Office, Salen, 60 Tue 10th

Was one of the founders of the Country Dance Club ib Salen
run by Dr Ferguson. It began in 192, and broke up in 1939 with
the begining of the war. She was quite definite that the Eight
lien of Moidart performed in Salen was the R,S.C.D.S. one, and
had never heard of Miss Ann MacDonald's.

dir and Mrs Gordon Menzies, Salen ,:65 - 70 Tue 10th

They were also conneted with Dr Fergusons group at Salen.
They saw the Eight Men of Moidart performed by a group of people
at a dance at Acharacle. One of the intended group of performers

had backed out (Johnny Blane MacDonald, see later), and
Mr Menzies took his place. MNr Menzies told me that the group had
been taught the dance over in Migarry by Miss Ann MacDonald
(one of the Performers) and her brother Ronald MacDonald,
The latter was ill, and he lay propped up in bed while he directed
them how to do the dance. Dr Ferguson was also there,

Neither Mr nor lirs Menzies could remember very much about the
dance. It was either for 8 in a square set,
or for 12 in a square aet with double sides -

In any case, lir liezies and lfiss Ann were the bottom couple.

It began with a grand chain, but when you met your partners
half way you bowed and curtsied to them before giving them hands
and carrying on to your own place, This chain occured several
times later. This information was quite definite. Apert from
this they could remember only that it was something like the 8-some
reel, It was in reel time,

lirs Ferguson now lives at
East Lodge, Blairhoyle, Part of Mentieth (phone 242)
Perthshire,
Her son, Dr Somerled Ferguson, is a doctor at Lochlnver
in Sutherland,
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John (Blain) MacDonald, Cliff, ca 55 Tue 10bh

He was one of the original group of dancers who was taught
the dance at lMigarry by Miss Ann MacDonald and her brother
Ronald. They learned it in the MacDohald's house, Ronald being
propped up in bed at the time.

1t was a reel, not a strathspey, and four couples took part.
1t began with the dancers facing their partners. This was quite
definite, He was also quite certain that:-
(a) there was a gragnd chain in which all 8 took part. When you
met your partner you bowed (I asked him this later) then gave
hands and passed on to places.
(b) there was a reel of four in it, He did not know whether
the other four stood still in this, or danced simultaneously.
He thought there was a sort of progression in i%, that they stood
in two lines, men on one side, ladies facing them on the other.
He did not know whether anyone went in the middle.

Jomny Blain should have taken part in a performance of the
dance at Acharacle, but backed out at the last moment, and Gordan
Menzies took his place.

The other people who learned it were

Donald MacDonald, 2 Argyll Terrace, Fort William

Willie Harrison, Acharacle

Sandy (French) MacDonald, ¢/o lirs Peter MacDonald,
19 Glenloy Street, Caol, Fort William,

Mrs Hugh lacDonald, Langal

Mrs Angus Maclsaac, Banavie, Fort William

Miss HeInnes, Acharacle

John MacDonald, butcher, Banavie,

Johnny Blain's evidence is not strictly reliable, for he has
seen and read the Enstruetions for the R.S.C.D.S. version
within recent years,

iirs - Maclean, , Acharacle, Tue 10th

She arrived at the dance at Acharacle Jjust as the Tight kien
of Moidart was being performed. She remembers very vividiy that
it ended with the grand cross, with the men on the inside and the
ladies on the outside, all the way round, Can remeber nothing
more about it.

She is the sister of Sandy French MacDonald mentioned above.

She thinks that Ronald lacDonald, brother of Mary Ann
MacDonald, and now in Leeds, took part on that occasion.
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Miss Joan.lMacInnes, Acharacle, Tue 10th

She the dance the Eight Men,of Moidart performed at a dance
at lingarry under the direction of Miss Ann MacDonald. She was
very keen on dancing at the'time, and though she did not take
part in it she took very careful note of it,

It is very similar to the 8-some: 4 couples take part and
stand in a square set as for the 8-some,

It begins with a 'chain' or a 'circle half way round and
back' (she first said chain and then corrected it to circle),
Then one man went into the centre, bowed and then set with
Pas de Basque (presumably to partner thogh this wasnot stated)
and then swung with right arm (Duke of Perth hold). The
setting here is not 8 bars, I showed her 2,4, and 8 bars, and
she thought it was probably 4, possibly 2, certainly not 8.

They then do a circle half way round and back. The same person
is in the middle, bows and sets to and turns the next one round
the set, then circle again and so on, untill all have danced with

the person in the middle, (liss Ann was insistent that there was
only one person who went into the middle,)

Finish with a grand eross, like Lancers 4th figure (or
Quadrilles 5th), right round, very lively. Then bow to your
partner to finish,

There was no figure of eight in it.

1iss Ann wantea the tune:
Thainig an 'righ air tir a'n Muidart
Tha iad a gradh, tha iad a gradh.

. The King is ashore in Moidart
So they say, so they say.

Dougal llacRae, Achmanellan Tue 10th
(Frank)

He knew nothing about old dances,

Willie Harrison, Acharacle, ca 65 Tue 10th
(Frank)

He danced the Eight Men of Moidart only twice., He went
through it one evening in privéite, and then performed it the next
evening in public.

It was a squase set for 4 couples. It was all in reel tempo
to any reel tine, (He had not heard the R*S.C.D.S. tune
until he heard it on the wireless.) There was a grand cross in it
like the last figure of the Lancers (? Quadrilles), but he did
not know where this occured,

There were some intervals of setting, with Pas de Basque
beihg used.

i s i in the middle
There were no cross reels of four; no circles in
and nothing dike a Tros s'il%&g Reel of Tulloch.
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Archie MacKellaig, Glenfinnan, ca 75 Tue 10th
(Frank) '

- R 3 t in
Had heard that the Eight len of Moidart was a square se
strathspey time, | Teughtby licDougal and Cuthbertson, His father

was taught by Myron.. . | i

Donal6é MacDonald, 2,Argyll Terrace, Fort William
Both; two visits Tue 10th and Wed 11th.

MStwgzxsxl :he Eight llen of Moidart was first dancc-::d it was éoz;
by 7 men who were'hooking for bait'. When the Prince Alax;@z ey

stuck one of their spades in the goound and dancgd round it. %

He was taught thedance by his aunt Ann.and his father Ronald,
the latter being propped up in bed at the time, Dr Fergusson
t. -

- n;: \?r::s:.nsquare aget of 4 couples, stax.'t by.fa.c:.r.xg partnersé
Then helf chain, meet pariners, set and swing with right arm an
then left arm (Duke of Perth hold).

Qn. Did the chain occur between the other figures later on?
Ans, No, only once.

Then-a lady went into the middle. She set to her partner
and to the ppposite man, and then something incomprehensihle
occurred,

comewhere a reel of four across the dance occurred, not

on the sides, round and back to your own place, the others standing
still.

At this stage we started asking leading questions.

Qn, Was there a grand cross?
Ans, Can% remember,

Qne Was it one man who went intothe middle, set to and turned
partner, then 8 hands half wey round and back, then the
same person went into the middle, set to.the next round
the circle and turned, then all half way round and back,
Then same person in middle, set to.next round and so on?
(This was based on iiiss MacInnes remarks. )

Ans, Yes, he believed it was one person in the middle all the
time, When pressed to give his reasons, he said he tought
he remembered his aunt and father say so.

Qn. Were the reéls at the begining?
Ans, He though they were at the end. They were danced once only.
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Qn. WE wvied to find& out how it began., We wnted to know if
the man stayed in the middle, not for the first circle but
for the subsequent ones.
Ans. There was a circle withno-one in the middle, Then the first
man went into the middle and stayed there for the next circle,

Qe Was it then; chain, first man in, set and turn partner,
circle half and back with man still in the middle?
Ans, Yes, it could well have been that. Yes, I think it was that.

¢n. Was it a reel or sbrathspey?
Ans., Reel,

Gn. Do you remember the tune?
Ans, He whistled irs Macleod of Raasay.

gn. Uid you bow anywhere?
Ans, Yes.

QGne How?
Ans. You bowed feor,2 bars, the R leg being placed in a loose
5gh posn, the L knee slightly bent.

A further question showed that this was not his ordinary
bow for the begining of a country dance, in which he merely bent
from the waist without moving hisg feet.

Qne How did he set and turm’ partners?
Ans., Bowed 2 bars, Set with Pas de Basque, 2 bars; twrn with
~ R arm, 2 bars; turn with L arm, 2 bars,

Gn. After setting and turning pargner, did the centre person
stay in the middle for the next circle half way and back?
Ans, Thik it was circle all the way round.

Mr MacDonald then volunteered: The person in the middke
then set to the bottom and turned, the 'half-circle' with
him (or her) staying in the middle, then set to No 3 and turnmed,
and half-circle, then set to No L, turned and half-circle,

@n. Who was in the niddle?
Ans, It was the lady all the time, That was the end of the figure.
The Reel was the last figure,
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Second Visit

This was shsequent to our joint visit to Mrs ilacIsaac
(see later), and we discussed points raised by her.

Gn. Was there setting associated with the Reels?

Ans, Reel first, then set, Standing in square, the top and bottom
reel, set and swing. Others stand. Then sides repeat,
while top and bottom stand still,

Qn. Was it set, swing with R then set, swing with L?
Ans. No, this would make you late for the music, It was swing
with the R, then with the I, with no setting in between,

@n. Did you bow before you set?
Ans. Bow at every figure.

@n. Did only one person go into the middle?
Ans, Not sure now., Thinks alltook turns,

Qn. The whole 87
Ans, Thinks so.

Qn. Was there a cross in it?
Ans, Don't remember., The chain was first.

Qn. One in the middle then? .

Ans, Yes, Set to and turn first, all ciecle,
Set to and turn bottom, all circle,
8et to and turn No 3, all circle.
Set to and turn No 4, all circle.

Qn. Did you cut the figure 8 then ( as in 8-some - this implied)?
Ans., Thinks so.
Here probably

@n. Did we have four doing the firure 87 confused with the
Ans, Thinks so. reels at the end,

Mra. Angus MacIlsaac, (nee Anfiie MacDonald), Banavie, Fort William
ca 65, Tue 10th

Two visifs, first by Frank, not knowing Joan lacInnes' remarks.
Second visit by both of us subsequeht to T having seenJoan MacInnes
and our first visit to Donald MacDonald.

Square set for four couples. Danced in reel tempo, bgt not
to the modern tune, Start with a cércle half way round and back.
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Go into two parallel lines, two couples to each line, partners
beside each other, (ladies on ®ight). One line stands still
while the centre apir of the other set and turn. Then that centre
pair turn to partners and set and tmn partners. The other line
repeat this figure while the first line stands still. The rest
was utter confusion,

There was an R.S.C+D,S. mother from across the road who
added to the confusion,

Second (joint) visit.

Daenced at Salen and Mingarry (once only at Salen). One
of the occasions was at a fancy deess ball when she was dressed
as a fisherman's wife, ©She was not taught it, but picked it up
by dancing it.

Stand as for 8-some, 4 couples in a square, After this we
used leading questions,

Qn, Was the first figure a circle?
Ans., No it was a chain.

Qn. What happened when you met your partner?
Ans. 'Pousette' (i.e. set) and swing.

Qn. Was it a swing with R arm only?
Ang, Swing R and L.

Qn. Was it an arm hold?
Ans. Yes.

@n. Did you then complete the chain?
Ans, Yes,

gn. Did someone then go into.the middle?
Ans. Yes, They set and swing R and L to partner,

gn. Are there any reels at this point?
Ans. Yes.

Qn. Who takes part in these?
Ans, Top and bottom coules, then sides.

gn. Do you begin the line side by side or in a line?
Ans, .In a line,

@n. Is it men back to back or women?
Ans. lien.

Qune. Is this immediately after the setting in the middle
(as in 80some reel of 3)?
Ans. No.
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She wants the inside two (men here, after . above, but I
may have led wrongly here, See Frank's earlier note) to set and
swing, then set and swong partners and reel of 4, Then it is

the sides turn to do this.
This is quite separate from going into the middle.
After both fours have done this, circle 8.

@Gn. Does she remember anything about a bow?
Ans. No.

Qn. Do you swing R and L?
Ans. Yes.

Qns Is there only one in the middle?
Ans, Thinks they all took.a turn, but not certain.

. The lady went into the middle, set to her partner and turned
R and L and did the same to the opposite. Amd everyone had a

turn at this.

Qn. Did ahe remember a grand cross?
Ans, No.

Second lady went into the middle and circle-round. There
was no reel immediately after the set and swing. After each had
done their bit in themiddle, there was a set and swing. Here it
became clear that the set and swing was in fact 'set and swing
R, set and swing L',

Then cut the figure 8 to own place, and sides do the same.

Finish with circle half way round and back.

¢ne Did you set half way round the circle?
Ans. No,

Mr. MacIsaags, cabb : Tue 10th

Remembers the steeling reel in Glen Uig. The tune was the
Marquis ©f Huntley's Highland Fling The bridal couple were taken
out of the reel, but no-one took thair places.

Dannsa na Pog. Hanky thrown, kiss, walk in couples;
tine, White Cockade.
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Eight len of lMoidart

1 = 16 Grand chain., Bow (2 bars) when you meet your partner
idrn the middle of the chain,

17 = 24 Ly in the centre, she and her partner bow (2 bars),
set with 2 Pas de Basque (2 bars), swing with R arm
(2 bars), swing with L arm (2 bars).

25 - 32 All circle to the left (4 bars) and back to right
(4 bars) while L; stays in the centre,

55 - 48 L end lip repeat bars 17 - 24, them repeat bars 25 - 32
49 - 64 Ly and M3 repeat - -
65 - 72 14 and M), repeat - -

Bars 17 - 72 repeated in turn by the others in order,
subject to the usual conventions on numbering.
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Mr Hugh MacDonald, Banavie, Fort William, 81. Tue 10th
(Frank)

He and his wife were born inSmirisary - they were cgusins
of the people in Rose Cottage, Samalaman, His wife remembers
nothing.

He had seena dance called Dannsa na Ghoid performed among
the shepherds in Lochaber -'larach lor'- on the night of the old
new year, 12th night. It was the last dance,

All danced in a ring withone man in the middle, He took
a aldy from the circle by throwing a hanky over her shoulder
and leading her off. Her partner then also left the dance. And

so on until all were gone.

Tune - White Cockade,

#When there was enough room, the Reel of Tulloch wasidone with 8
people in two sets crossing.
(¥rs Croll at Samaibaman had also seen this done at Ardgour
many years ago. )

Mrs Fergusson

Widow of the late Dr Fegasson of Salen., Telephone conversation
from Glasgow. Never seen the Eight Men of Moidart, but heard of
it from her husband as a cooked up version of the 8-some Reel,
He also told her that Miss Ann lacDonald learned her version at
the Christmass dances given by Lord Howard of Glossop at Darlen
to his tenants,

(By letter later: no record of it in her husbands papers.)




South Uist and Benbecula

Frank Rhodes

7th=11th July, 1956.

Mrs Kate liorrison, Grevbridqe, Daliburgh. 89 Pha 7th
In the house,

In the old circle reels the four people started as
two couples facing each other with the lady on the right
of her partner. A%t the begining of the dance the ladies
passed in front of their partners who followed them
round a clockwise circle, The ladies returned to their
places while the menended back to back facing their
partners. After setting to each other, the ladies
again started td@ move in a clockwise gircle while the men
followed them.

a \0;, a
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This time the men returned to their partners or to the
opposite ladies according to taste. The dance sometimes
ended with plain reel time and sometimes with reel of
Tallock. In the latter case the men returned %o their
partners at the begining of the reel of Tullock,

Mrs Morrison was taught dancing by an o01ld man from
Perth when she was 15. He taught reel, Fling, Quadrilles,
Lancers, and Over the Water to Charlie. She said that
four hands across was merely part of the lancers of
guadrilles., BShe had not heard of a separate dance of
that name.

Dr. lMacLean later suggested that this man might
have been 'Feldie', the man from Aberfeldie with whome
Bwen stayved for some time. :

¥rs Morrison (who would have been 12 when Bwen died)
said that Bwen was a hump back with very long legs, normal
arms and deformed hands. He could use a fork to eat but
could not cut ‘his own food with a knife.

He taught dancing in Glasgow.
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Archie Nonrowe, LochBoisdale, Thu_7th
In the house with his wife and one son.

Archie said that he saw all the dances but that he
never troubled to learn any of them. He declared that
Carraig Pherguis and Mallie a Chrandonn were two different
dances and that in one of them the dancer went down on
one knee., He also said that Jacky Tar and Paddy O'Rafety
were different dances. (I had it from someone else,
though T can not remenber who - O'Henley? - that there
were two types of Jackv Tar, one a full step dance and the
other a dance with mimeing hand movements.) He chacked
the two sgeps of Gillial an Fheilidh which T collected
from Roderick VacPherson last vear and said that they were
correct, but T dont lay much store by his checking of
-g8teps. He aiso said that some steps which I had done
were correct, though I discovered later that I had mixed
up bits of lMiss Forbes and Scotch WNeasure, He had not
heard of Over the hills and far away, or of Bonnie Anne.

In 1904 a MacLeod from Inverness had a dancing school
in Loch Boisdale at which he taught Quadrilles etc,
He also taught 6 steps of the fling. Unfortunately
Archie was away then and he was offered 10 steps of the
Fling by his uncle who had mesny dances from Bwen.

Twen came from Arisaig. He had danced on the
continent., He had short arms.

Dona2d Steel, Stome Xilpheder. cz 70 Thu 7th
By the crofi,

Dr Maclean had zot some information from Donsld about
Bwen so I went to see him. T could get wvery little out
of him. It was some time before he would acknowledge
thet there used to be a book belonging to Hughe in his
fathers house butnthat it disappeared a long time ago.
Dr. MNacLesn had it from Donald thet this was a manuscript
book of Twens. (Donald thought that fhe name of Hughe
was Campbell. )

He said that he did no soloidancing himself and did
not go to dancing classes. He went to dances and picked
up Scotch Reel, petronellia, quaedrilies, lancers, Schottisch,
flowers of #Adinburgh, haymskers jig., He had not heard of
a dance four hands across. :
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Dongld Walker, Daliburgh.
Tn the house with Vrs Waolker.

Donald had learned the following dances:

Over the water to Charlie Scotech lVMeasure
Scdtch Blue Bonneis Miss Porbes
Hizhland Laddie Pirstiof August.
He had seen: Tullock Gorm.
He had heard of: Carriaig Fherguils Jack-a-Tar,

3illial an Pheilidh.

He had not heard of: Over the hiils and far away
Aberdonian Lassie Bonnie Anne,

His wife was sure that her sister, Jean Lindsey,
knew some of the dances including Tullock Gorm and
Aberdonian Lassie which she was taught by Kate Anne
VacNeil (now in Barra) while they were at teachers training
college together., Jean is now teaching in Mallsig.

$he said that there were wedding reels at the
cross-roads in the ald days. As the bridal party walked
from the church t& the receptionthey did a scoltech rsel
to 'dance away the cross' at each cross-roads which they
came to. O01d mrs Walker agreed with this. The only
other which I got out of old MrsWalker was that ther
were five or six ways of doing the reel. Unfortunately
she would not say whether she meant that there were
several ways of putting strathspey, reel =2nd Tullock
together or whether she had seen quite different figures.
Donald and his wife promised %o get what information they
could from her.

Highland Laddie

This is a Jogging dance with no great stvle about it.
Donald said that each step took 8 bars, i.e. no repeat
contrariwise, but see Anne MacDonald.

Toe beat here is a three beat step with no brush out
or catch in, the working foot merely beating twice in loose
5th posn.

1st step
1.1. Hop on LF with RF in int posn,

2. Hop on LF with full turn to left with RF in back

leg posn.

Toe beat RF.

Toe beat LF and then RF.

Perform bars 1 and 2 contrabtiwise.

Jump to land On both feet with RF in front, then with
L, RP again and LF again in front.

0
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Hop on LF with ball of RF in open 5th posn

Hop on LF and ronde RF,

Drop on to RF behind and to the left of LF,

Step to_left on LF,

Close R¥ to IF.

Perform bars L and 2 contrariwise.

Toe beat LF and then RF.

Jump to land on both feet with LF in front them with
RF, LF again and RF again in front.

1’1
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3rd step
1.1. Step to right on to R heel.

b. Close LF to RF,
2. Step to right on to R toe.
b. Close LF to RF. :
2.1. Step to right on to R heel.
b. Close LF %o RF.
2. Step to right on to R toe,
4. Perform bars 1 and 2 contrariwise,

Toe beat RF and then LF.
Jump to land on bdth feet with RF in front, then with
LF, RF again and LF again in foont.

. 5
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ste;
Toe beat RF and then LF.
Swing EF from open 5th posn out to side fﬁér@ardgg;
and in agaipg %to drop on it in 4th posn.
Swing RF out and forward o drop é&n it in 4th posn
leaving LF hanging loosely behind.

isnrf
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4.1. Hop back on RF leavinc LF hanging loosely behind,
2 Hop back on RF leav1nc LF hanging loosely behind.

S, SW1ng LF round to front and toe beat LF,

. Toe beat RF.

758. Jump to land on both feet with LF in front then with
- RPF, LF again and RPF again in front, :

5th step

1= Hop on LB with RP tn int bosn.

* 9, Hop on LF with RF in front leg posn.

2.+, Heel beat RP.

E} . Ronde RF while hopping twice on LF.

Drop on to RF behind and to left of LF.
8tep to left on fo:L-oheel.

Close R¥ to LF,

Step to left on to L %os.

Close RF to LF.

Perform bars 1 to 4 contrariwise.

*
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6th step
This is step 5 except that here bar };is toe beat RF,

7th step =

1.1, Hop on LF with R¥ in int posn.

“ 2. Hop on LF with full turn to left with RF in back
leg posn.

Toe beat RF. :
Perform bars L and contrariwise,

Perform bars.;kand again,

Jump to land on both feet with LF in front, Then with
R¥P, LF again and RF again in front.
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Scotch lMeasure

lgt.step
Bs Y

-3. Chasse forward with IF, awith RF and then with LF again.,
S Chasse forward with RF. :
b. Hop on RF leaving LF hanging loosely behind.
%.1l. Drop back on to IF with RF in front
b. Hop on LF with RF behind.
2. Drop back on to RF with LF in front.
~b. Hop on RF with LF behind.
£.1. Drop back on to LF with RF in front,
b. Hop on LF with RF behind.
2. Drop back on to RF and take LF out to int posn.

Z. Shuffle LF and LF again.
8. Jump to land on both feet with RF in front and then
with ZF in front.(or do very short shuffles).

In bafs 5 and § the front foot is just lifted from
the graound and thencarried back through 1lst posn %o
a posn staight behind, Fa

Move forward in bars 1&4 and back in bars 6 and 8.

A 8tephz>
2:1. S}ep to right on to R heel.
b. Dlose LB to RE,
2. Step to right on Lo R thoe.
b. Close LF to RF,
2.1l. Step to right on to R heel,
Y b, Cloas IFP to BP. -
2. Step to right on %o R toe.
b. Hop on RF just lifting LF from ground,
3,4%4. Perform bars 1 and 2 confrariwise.
2.1, Drop on %o RF in open 5th rear posn.
b. Hop on RF and carry LF low round to back,.
2. Drop on to LF in open 5th rear posn.
b. Hop on LFP and carry RPF low round o back.
6.1. Drop on to RF in open 5th rear posn.
b. Hop on RF and carry LF low round to back.
2. Drop on to LF in open 5th rear posn and carfy

RF out to in POSH,,
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RF and RF again.
land on both feet with LF in front and then

with RP in front.

The action of bars é and

step with hop.

A step

e .

Step forward on to RF,
Hop on RF leavincs LF hanging loosely behind.

1.1.

k-

»

6 is that of a low back

e

2. Step back onito LPF,
2.1. Step on RF in 1st posn.
~ b. Step on LPF in 1lst posn.
2, Step on RF in 1lst posn.
3,4, Perform bars 1 and 2 contrariwise.
b. Hop on LF,
5.1. Drop on RF in open 5%h rear posn.
b. Hop on RF and carry LF low round to back.
2, Drop on LF in open 5th.rear posn.
: b. Hop on LF and carry RF low round to back.
6.1. Drop on to RF in opem 5th rear posn.
“~ b. Hop on RF and carry LF low round to back.
2. Drop on to EF in open 5th rear posn and carry RF &n
out to int posn.
Te Shuffle RF and RF =again.
8s Jump to land onibobhtfie8bowith LF in front and then
= with RFP in front. :
A step
1.1, Jump %o land on both feet . withifeet gpart.".
b. Jump to land on both feet with RF in front.
2, Jump to land an both feet with feet apart.
b. Jump to land on both feet with LF in front.
2. Repeat bar 1.
3,4. Chasse forward RF and then LR.
b. Hop on LF.
5.1. Drop back op to RF with LP in front.
b. Hop on RF with LF behind.
2. Drop back on to LF with RF in front.
b. Hop on LF with RF behind.
g.1. Drop back on.%o RF with LF in front,
b. Hop on RF with LF behind.
2. Drop back on to LF and take RF out to int posn.
Zs Shuffle RF and RF again.
8. Jump to land on both feet with LF in front and then

with RF in front.
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Scotch Blue Bonnets

Herebreak with RF means -

1.1, Beat ball of RF in open 5th posn.
c. Beat ball of RF in open 5th posn.
2., Beat ball of BF in open 5th posn.
c., Hop on RF with LF in 4th int ser.

Here close R R L R means
l.1. Shuffle RF and RF again,
2 Jump to land on both feet with LF in front and then

-
“with RP in front.

1st step
1l,2. Chasse forward RF and then LF.
3,4. Break with RF and then with LF,
2,8. Chasse forward with RF and then with LF.
Z,g. Close B Red, RS
2nd step
1.1. Sweep in R®P from int ser to beat in 6pen 5%th.posn.
c. Béat RF in oOpen 5th.posn.
2. Beat LF in 5th rear posn.
c. Hop on LF and carry RF low.roundbto back.
2.1l. Drop on RF in open 5%th rear posn.
~ c. Hop on RF and carry LF low round to back.
2. Best LP in 5th rear posn (both feet on ground).
3,4. Break with RF and then with LF,
5,6. Perform bars 1 and 2 again.
7,8. Close R R L S
3rd step
1,2. Brush RF from front through 1st oosn to bach and to
~ = fronh again four times. Hah— ~ :
3,4. Break with LF and then with RF
B.%. Perform bars L and_2 contrariwise.
7,8 Close R R L R. (This must be L L R L.)
4th step
1.1, Drop on to.LF. ;
= and beat RF in loose 5th posn (Foot facing forward).
Dy =i
c. Drop on %o RF in 1lst posn.
2. Hop on R in 1st posn -
and beat LF in loose 5th posn.
be —=
¢. Drop on LP in 1lst posn.

Perform bar 1
Hop on RF. -
Break with ILFP and then with RF.
PErform bars 1 and 2 contrariwise.
Close RR L R. g

o

again except:

:{30
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5th step
1.1l. Bweep in RF from 4th intteser to beat in 5th posn.

c. Beat RF in 5th posn.
S5, Beat -LF in 5th rear posn.,
c. Hop on LF with RF in low front leg posn.

= Back step with hop twice turning right ending
5 with both feet down, LF behind RF.
3,4. Break with RF and then with LF.
b,6. Perform bars 1 and 2 contrarivise.
7,0, Olese R R L R, :
“ Aa
All the steps of this dance are performed contrariwise.
Mrs Annie VacDonald, Daliburgh, Fri 8th

In the house.

Mrs MacDonald was teught;

Over the Water to Charlie Scotch Measure
Scotéh Blue Bonnets Miss Forbes
Highland Laddie Tullock Gorm

She had seen First of August, had heard of Carraig Fherguis.
She had not heard of:

Overthe hills and far away 3illisl an Fheilidh
¥allie a Chrandonn Bonnie Anne
Aberdonian Lassie Jack-a~-Tar

She could remenber very little of the dances now
though she was gquite willing to give what she could
remenber.,

Tullock Gorm

She had only the first step of Tullock Gorm.
When I showed her other steps of John MacLeod she did
not recognise them. They were

1. RPFPi 2nd, Baek leg, shake in 4th int, shake in 4th int --
2, RF front leg, back leg, spring step close, etc,
3, RF 2nd, back leg: ILF 2nd, back leg: turn left with
RE - 2nd, freont leg, 2nd, baseck leg,
1st step :
1.1. Hop on LF with R heel in open 5th posn.
2. Hop on LF with R teeiin open 5th posn.
Do Perform bar 1 again.
554, Perform bars 1 and 2 contrariwise.
8,6. Perform bars 1 and 2 again.
7,8. Jump to land on both feet with LF in front, then with

RF, LF again and RF again in front.
Perform bars 1 to 8 contrariwise.
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Highland Laddie

¥Mrs MacDonalds first step was the same as Donald
Walkers except that her Toe Beat step was a four beat one,
1.1. Hop on &F,
b. Beat RF in open 5th posn,
2, Beat RF in open 5th posn.
b. Beat LF behind.
There was 1little or no catch in,

She could remenber no more steps but she checked

Bonalds stens as correct, However, she said that sll
the steps were conpleted by repeating contrariwise.

Scotch lMeasure

1lst 8tep

1-4. Chasse with hop forward four times starting with RF.

5,6. Hop on LF and flatter RF, Then flatter LFj RF amd LPF.

7,3. Shuffle LF.and LF again,

8. Jurp to land ¢n both feet with BF in foont and then
with LF in front.

She would remenber no more of this dance, Of
Viss Forbes sh: gave me the first step wrongly (i.e.
differently to the one she gezve Tom when he first saw
her) with six chasse with hop starting RF, moving
forward on four and turning about on fifth and sixth;
then end with shuffles R R and Jumps L R, T did not
check either of these dances with her,

Mr Alex MacIntosh, Daliburgh, ca 75.
T stayed with the MacIntoshs but noted these dances on
Friday 8th.

1r MacIfitosh is from Benbecula. He learned to dance
with his cousin, Roderick NacPherson. They were taught
by a MacLeod from the mainland who had a piper Christie
MacRae of Skye. WMr MacIntosh' swords sre enticdockwise
and he says that Roderick must have changed. Roderick
t01d me later that he only danced with MNacLeod a 1little
and then learnsd the rest from his father.

According.to Dr Maclean, Donald Walker lesrned his
swords from MacIntosh and a territorial sergeant,




lst step

i ailLle Callum with RF
3 - with IL#
3. - - with RF
4, - - with IF
b - - with RPF
6, = == with LF

7,8. High

- 1 -

Sword Dance

cuts at B with LF

in
in
in
in
at
at

1 turning right,
s 54

1 facing W.

1 facing W.

B facing W.

B facing W.

then RF, LF and RF again,
Repeat the step to C, D and back to A to end facing Ni

2nd. step
i. Gillie Callum with RF in 1.
2o = - with LF in 4.
3. - - with RF 1, LF 2.
4. - - with LF 4, RF 3. Fourth in front
B . - with BF 1, IF 2. of fifth.
6. - - with LP 2, RF 1,
. - - with RF 2, LPF 1.
B, - - with &@ 1, BRP 2,
Repeat the step to C;D and A to end facing N.
3rd ste
1.1, Hop on RP in 1, point LF in &,
2. Hop on RF in 1, point LF in loose 5%th posn.
2.1, Hop on EF 1In 1, polnt LF in 2: 4th in front af Bih,
2. Hap on RF.in 1, shake LF outj; 4th aer posn.
3,4, Berform bars 1 and 2 contrqriwise.
5-8 Move to B as in bars 5-8 of 2nd step.
Repeat the step to C,D and A to end in 4 facing EH.
% ilel Suag
& ;illie Callum with RF 4, LF 2,
D - with IF 4, RF 1,
-7 - - with RF 1, LF 3.
4, - - with 1LFL1, RF 2,
5. - - with RF 2, LF 4,
€&, = = - with LF 2, RP 3.
7.1. Jump with RP 3, IF 1,
2. Jump with LF 3, RF 4.
8.1, Jump with RF 4, LF 2,
2. Jump with IF 4, RF 1.
Repeat round the swords.
5th step
1,2. Hop on RF in 4 and point L toe, heel, toe, heel in 1.
3,4, Hop on LF in 4 and point R toe, heel, toe, heel in 1,
5, Hop on RF in 1 and point Ltoe and heel in 2,
6. Hop on LF in 1 and point R toe andheel in 2.
T.1l, Jump with,RF i, IF 2.
2..Jump with ILF 1, RF 23,
with RE e
= J; e Witn TP 1, %




e

o M

Quick Time : the same as Donald Walkers.

,'//

Highland Fling

M VacTntosh ddd not use the 2ndposn which he said
was ugly, but the 2nd int posn. He also used int posn

consistently.

There is no guarantee of the order offi the steps.
He implied that there were more steps which he could
rerenber at some other time.

Here round the

1st step

355 Round hhe

2 Round the

B Round the

4. Round the
Perform bars

2nd step
1k, Hop on

. Hop o1
. Hop on
. Hop on

HEEY

.C)ll.\')
L]
W DO

leg means

leg RPF.
leg LF.
leg RP.

2nd int posn, back leg,
front leg, back leg,

Opposite hand to foot.

leg LF turning right. Hands down.
1 to 4 contrariwise,

with RF in
with RE in
with RF in
with RF in

2nd int posn.
back leg posn.
4th int posn.
front leg posn.

Perform bar 1 contrariwise.
. Hop on LF with RF in 4%h int posn,
. Hop on LF with RF in front leg posn. / Opposite hand.
. Drop on to RF with LF in back leg posn. / Hands up.
. Drop on to LF wkth RF in front leg posn.

4, Back step with RF, IF, RF.and LF again.
Perform bars 1 to 4 contrariwise.

;rd step

i
e’
o

L4

Hop on LF
Hop on LF

L] -

0

[
0O P> i A0 i G L0
e & » o o

% »

o1 A

Hop on LF with R¥ in

with RF in
with RF in

Hop on LF with RF in
Drop on to RF with
Drop on to LF with
Dpop on to RF with
Drop on to LF with
Perform bars 1 and
Perform bars 1 to 4 again.

ARl lov Ny

2nd int posn.

back leg posn.

5th posn.

4th int aer posn. / Opposite hands.
toe in 5th rear posn. / Hends down.
toe in 5th posn.

toe in 5th rear posn.

toe in 5th posn,

contrariwise.
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4th step
i Round the leg RF.

(1o | ST 1

2.1, Hop on LF with RF in 2nd int‘“posn.
2. Hop om LF with RF lifted high in =
front of and close to body.
3. Drop on to RF on the dancing spot.
4, Hop on RF with LF in 5%th posn. / Opposite hand.
3,4, Perform bars 1 and 2 contrariwise.
-8, Perform bars 1 to 4 again.
th step
1.1, Hop on LF with RF in 2nd int posn.
2. Hop on LF with RF in back leg posn.
3, Hop on LF with RF in front leg posn.
4, Drop on to RF with LF in 5%th posn,
2e Perform bar 1 contrariwise.
T Perform baril again. / Opposite hand.
4. TRound the leg with LF turning to right. / Hands down.
5-8, Perform bars 1 to 4 contrariwise.
6th step
1... Round the leg RF.
2,1. Hop on LF with RF ip 4th int posn.
2., Hop on LF with RF in front leg posn.
3. Hop on LF with RF in 4th int posn. / Opposite hand,
4. Drop on to RF with LF in 5th rear posn.
3,4, Perform bars 1 and 2 contrariwise.
5-8, Perform bars 1 to 4 again,
7th step
1. Round the leg RF, / Opposite hand.
3.1. Hop on RF with L heel in loose 5th posn. / Hands down.
2, Hop on RF with L toe in loose 5th,posn.
3., Hop on LF with R heel in loose 5th posn.
4, Hop on LF wih R toe in loose 5th posn.
= De Round the leg RF. 3 Opposite hand.
4, Round the leg LF turning right. Hands down.
5-83 Perform bars 1 to 4 contrariwise.
8th step
1. Round the leg RF,
2.1, Hop on LF with R heel in 2nd int posn.,
2, Hop on LF with R toe in 2nd int pointing in.
3, Hop on.LF with R heel in half 2nd int.
4, Hop on LF with R toe in 5th posn.
3,4, Perform bars 1 and 2 contrariwiss. / Opposite hand.
5=3, Perform bars 1 to 4 again.
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9th step '
1. Round the leg RF, / Opposite hands.
24 Back step with &F, RF, LF and RF again. / Hands down.
3,4, Perform bars 1 and 2 contrariwise.

*5-8, Pefform‘bars 1l to 4 again.

Mrs MacIntosh ( who comes from the mainland) while
she was living in Briskay in 1820 was told by an old
boatman of a dance Cgilleach an Dudain performed at
weddings by two men (never women), one the Cgilleach znd
the other an old man., She never saw it herself,

Mrs Margaret MacAskill, South Boisdale, 80. Fri 8tB.
In the house with Mgr NacKellaig.

: Mrs MacAskills grandmother was Isabella MacLachlan
who came from Motherweél to Loch Bynort and then to
South Boisdale. She was the first wife of Donald MacDonald.
Mrs MacAskill was not brought up in her fathers house
but with her mothers peopole in Smerclett. She did not
see much of Bwens dances but she did learn some dances
whiclj were done in the crofts at Smerclett:
Highland Fling, Shean Tprews, schottishe, Scotch reel.

She said that Bwen had short arms.

She knew nothing of intereses about Gaelic dances
( having merely heard their names ) except Damnsa na Dunnag
in which paritners hunkered facing each other and holding
hands to no set pattern, and Rhuidhleach na Coileach Dubh
whieh is danced as foolows td the tune Rhuidhlegch na
Coilleach Dubh, Dannsa na Dunnag.

Four people start in pairs facing each other with
the ladies on the right of their partners.
4-%ars. Cross over to oppostie place passing opposite
person with right shoulder.
4 bars. Set to opposite person.
4 bars. Turn opposite with R hand (L hand on waist, R
hand on shoulder).
4 bars. Turn opposite with L hand.

4 bars. Ladies change places passing right shoulders and
immediately after men change places passing
right shoulder.

4 bars. Set to partner.

8 bars..Turn partner with R hand and then with L hand.
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The first set and turn is across the dance, while
the second id up and down the dance. The dance continues
with set and turn across the dance and set and turn up
and down the dsnce. I gathered that each new phrase
started with ladies change and men change, thouch it is
possible that the whole dance is repeated as wriiten,

Mrs MacAskill was quite clear about the dance (except
for the anbiguity mentioned in the last paragraph which
T could not clear up with her) and she walked it through
with lMgr MacKellaig and niyself. ;

Vrs MacKellaig was taught some dances/Rotchain,
including Over the water to Charlie and First of August.
She had not heard of Gillial an Fheilidh or Aberdonian
Lassie. She could not do any of the dances for me, though
she did have a stout atterpt at hhe fling (which was not
worth noting).

She had another dance, Over the hills and far away
which she implied did not come from Rotchain but from
smerclett. It is a very sidmple dance to the tune of the
same name.

Overthe hills and far away

1st step Dance from side to side with this step

1.1. Step to left with LF.
b. Step with RF across in front of LF (heel in front
of toe).
2. Step on LF in its place.

ond step Dance forward 'overthe hills' with this step.

1.1. Step forward with RF in front of LF. (Heel in front
~ of %toe.)
b. Close LF to RF.
5. sShort step £orward with RF (or beat RF on spot).

This step may take you round the room or just forward.
Mrs MacAskill did not seem to mind. .

3rd step Dance back (back from thehills) with this step.
1. 1. Step back om to RF directly behind LF.
" b., Close LF back to RF,

3. Beat RF on spot.

Pog a Toshak was plaved before all dances ani
evervone kissed their partners.

The only other informstion of interest was that
there was a special tune for the wedding reeis which
started - "This is the night that weal be rich'.
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Mrs MacAskill was a very game old lady who showed
Over the hills and far away and a rough bit of t he Highland
Fling.with great gusté. She had me hunkering in the
Dannsa na Dunnag and swung me quite violently while she
was showing us how to do Rhuidleach na Coilleach Dubh.,

Mrs Mary Smith, South Boisdale. %O Fri 8th
In the houce with l'gs MacKellaig and a grandnephew,

rs Smith was asleep when we went in and she did not
reglly collect her wits while we were there. She learnt
to dance in her young days and flickered her feet sbout
in a gallant attemt at Jack-a-Tar to prove it,

Her grandnephew had her version of the wedding reel
tune (though asaa march); yet she could net call.it to
mind,

Sun 10%th
On fhis second vigit I collected her version of the wedding
reel song. It was writted down for me by a youngish lady
who was in the housse.

Chorus. gu de a' chuiresdh mulad ort oidhche do Bhainnse
(three:times)
Piobaire romad 's do roghainn a falbh leat.

Verse, Oobh Oobh 's mi gun mo dhinnear
: : (three times)
'S cha-n e mo shuipear as fhasa dhomh fhaotainn.

Chorus. (What mekes vou so sad the night of your wedding
Three times.
(Piper bafore you and your choice at your side)

Verse. (Oh Oh T have no dinner
three times
(and i%'s no easier to get any supper)

The tune was 'The Campbells are @Goming', and
Dr Masclean latet told me that the faelic name of the
tune is Chaidh mi gu bainis 'm baili Inbhaora

(I went tad the wedding of

From ¥Mrs Smith and some of the younger people in the
hous= I learned thatall the dances were called reels and that
every evening of dancing was called a ball. The method of
payment for ths balls was rather peculiar. Every man had
to take a partner, and every lady had to take a pair of
stockings. Whether or not there were other balls than
'Stocking Balls' I did not discover.
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Angug James MacIntyre, Loch Eynort, 2 ca 75 Pri 8th
In the houses with Dr Maclean 5

VMr VacIntyvre is a grandson of Issbella MacLachlan,

Isabella Retland was in employment in Greenock when
she met Donald MacBonald who went there in a trading ship.
His home was Strome Dubh, Loch Bynort (773300). Though her
family objected to the marriage, the two married and lived
in Loch B®ynort. :

Bwen WMaclachlan, Isabellss brother, was originally,a
schoolteacher in Bdinburgh who learned t@ dance there.
(Dance programmes from balls in Bdinburgh were among the -
papers -burnt after his death.) He had been trained for
the priesthood in 3Spain, but was rejected because of a
deformity in his hands. - Angus thought that there was
nothing wrong with his bems. He had been told that Bwen
was.- a tall man.

Bwen lived for a short iime on Briskay with lMrclacIntyres
grandfather, Angus MacDonald, and it is thought that some
uncles of Bwen visited him there. He had at least one
relation, a MacLachlan &n Stornoway. Bwen said that Flora
MacDonald was the daughter of one of his grandaunts on his
mothers side (i.e. his mother was a cousin of Floraj.

Tt is said that Bwen had a standing jump of 12 feet.
He would jump one way, turn in his ftracks and jump back
again. :

See Donald MacIntyre, Paisley ca 70
son of Donald MacIntyre of Kilpheder.,

Miss Harriet NacDonald. Daliburgh. . Non 11th
The last of several visits to the croft.

Harriet was taught

Over the Water to Charlié Mss Forbes
Scotch Blue Bonnets Scotch Measure,
Highland Laddie Tulloch Gorm.

She said thatshe could no longer remerber any of tham
and she was clearly much too buisy to spend a lot of time
on them,

She had seen First of August _
and had heard of Carraig Fherguis Jack-a-Tar
Gillial an Fheilidh

she had not heard of
Over the Hills and Far Away Bonnie Anne
Aberdonian Lassie
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Ansus John Maclellan, Benbecula, Sat 9th
On the bridge with Tan MacLachlan

Angus knew only
Highlad Laddie Swords
Shubhain Trews Fling.

T d4id not collect anything from him as I wanted to
go to see Roderick, who of course was at the peats when
X got there, When I saw Roderick. ontthe Monday he gave
me the same story as Angus:John-except that he had a bit
of Gillial an Fheilidh also.

Angus John had not heard of

Over the water tozCharlie Scotch Measurpe
Over the hills and far away Miss Forbes.
First of August ‘

He had however, ofted seen his father do a solo dance
Bottom of the Punch Bowl. Yet Roderick had not heard of
this dance. =5

Angus O'Henlev, Loch Boisdale ca 76 ”og 11th
By the croft.

Angus was taught the lancers quadrilles etc by MacLeod
in Loch Boigdale: but he had a sore foot when dsnces were
taught by Morrison to Rotchain so he had no formal teaching
in the solos =nd picked them up himself, His attitute to
them-was summed up by his insistance that you should keep
going at all costs: if you had forgotten a step you just
made one up. I take the rest of his information with a
pinch of salt.

Angus said that Gillial an Fheilidh is the same dance
as Blue Bonnets. He gave me bits of the first three a+aﬁs
of this dance which I noted from brief though clear dsinons
demonstrations. The tune was the pipe setting of Blue Bonnets.

1st step As Donald Walkers first step of Blue Bonnets.

2nd step
l.1l. Step LOW&Pd oy to RF¢
é. Close LF to RF.
2. Small step forward on to RF.
c. Hop on RF with LF in rear leg posn.
2.3 Drop back on to LF with RF in front leg posn.
Hop on LF with RF in back leg posn.
2. Drop back on RP.
3,4. Break L R (as Donaid’s)
5,6. Perform bars 1 and 2 conbrariwise.
7s8. Cloge R R I« R
Perform bars 1 to 8 contrariwise.




3rd step
. ¢. Hop on RF with LF in front leg posn (Not 4th int aer).

1.1. Drop back on to LF with RF in front leg posn
c. Hoo on LF with RF in back leg posn.
2. Drop back on to RF with LF in front leg posn.
c. Hop on RF with LF in back leg nosn.

2.1. Drop back on to EF with RF in front leg posn,
c. Hop on LF with RF in back leg posn.
2. Jump to land on both feet R behind L,

3,4. Break R and L.
c. Hop on LF with RF in front leg posn.

. Perform bars 1 and 2 contrariwise.

. Close R R L R.

erform bars 1 to 8 contrariwise,

In bars 1 and 2 move backwards through = small clockwise
circle, and in bars 5 and 6 move backwards through a small
anticlockwise circle.

Angus had the tune Gillial and Fheilidh but he said
that the dance was not done to that tune. Roderick
MacPhersons first Gillial an Fheilidh step Angus said
was from Jack—-a-Tar, but he had not seen the second step.

Donald Allen Morrison, Kilpheder ca 60 Sun 10th
By the croft.

D.A.M. was taught the swords and the fling by Cuthbertson
while they were both srving in the first world war. I spent
some time talking to him and seeing his steps but I 4id not
note them. He had the back of a lightly bent hand on the
hip for handes §8wn and used the positions 2nd in line
with the heel, intermediate, 5th,pand, 4thhincfromt of 5th.

He had no Hebridean solos thdough he did knw that they
were taught by Ewen who died ' where the new (Daliburgh)
shool is now'.

Neil Vaclellan, Loch Boisdale 2 eg 70 ¥on 1lth
In his post office

Tnfortunately he was ruch too buisy to see me since he
was in the middle of preparing mail for the boat. He said
that he could no longer remember the solos but that he
would be able to check them.

Both he and Archie lonrowe (whome I saw on the quayside)
denied that Gillal =an Fheilidh ard Blue Bonnets were the
same dance.




Dr Vaclean, Daliburgh.

Oh for a driving liscence so that I could have taken
his offer of one of his cars. Agq it was I Jjust had a
pleasant evenings ride with him to Leh Eynort.

0dd bits of information which T salvaged from our many
talks. :

The man who associated the Hebridean dances with solos
from the north of France was D.G.NMaclellan.

Donald Allen Nyrrison of Kipheder has a brother a ged
80 who is a farmer in Inverness and who is thought to have
been taught to dance by Ronaldl Morrison.

The grandmother of John MacInnes of Daliburgh attended
dancing cdasses of Bwen in Bornish., Since Bornish was
cleared in 1840, Bwen was in South Uist befare then.

TIf RBwen was trained for the priesthood then he must
have had preliminary training at Blairs College, Aberdeen.

mwens housekseper in Cumhag was Christina..

His housekeeper at Daliburch was her neice, Catherine
who was the second wife of Ronald MacCormack.

He died at Daliburgh and was burried at Harlen.

T sgggested to Dr MacLean that he should put down the
full details of Bwens history for depositing with the school
of scottish studies since Bwen was df interest as a story
teller as well as a dancer.

Vor MacKellaig.

One very interesting remark of MNMgr MacKellaigs was
that his grandfather had Scamadale and that it is unlikely
that Cameron-Head's grandfathercan have had it too.

He said that his cousin., VMr Archie lMackKellaig off
- 3lenfinnan, was probsbly born there,
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