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The Dancing Years

)/l RS. Clara Boyle mentions the dancing classes held by the

Robinson family (December Cumbria). I have a programme
dated 1861 which refers to a Juvenile Ball held at Crosthwaite in
April that year. Members of well-known families attended, includ-
ing some of my clan, the Pricketts, of Johnscales, Lyth.

These balls were keenly anticipated in villages which had to
rely on home-made entertainment. Dancing to the strains of the
fiddle or melodian, played by a local man, was a real treat.

At a later date Mr. Cannon organised similar dancing classes,
varying the programme of dances and introducing some modern
reels.

We have progressed a long way since people footed it on
the village green, around a maypole, and the waltz was considered
an indecorous movement by couples in too close proximity. The
mazurka, of Polish origin, was introduced into England by a Duke
of Devonshire on his return from Russia, and no doubt caused a
stir at that time.

The tough old people of the villages walked miles to the nearest
room where balls were held. It is on record that a man aged 81 years
walked from Corney parish, in Cumberland, to Ulverston, where he
played on the violin all night, and walked home next day by way of
Dalton, a distance of 50 miles. He did not have “a blink o’ rest.”

recalled by Belle Halliwell
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