THE ENGLISH FOLK DANCE & SONG SOCIETY E F D S S

NORTH WEST AREA
4, BLUECOAT CHAMBERS
SCHOOL LANE

2nd, January, 1970 LIVERPOOL, 1
Tel: 051 - ROYal 7423

Dear Tom,

I am sure you will be very sad to hear that Norman Robinson passed
away yesterday. He danced at our Folk Show at theTheatre Royal
St. Helens onDecember 12th and just before his second performance his
chest was giving trouble - a severe pain - the dancers tock him to the
hospital which was only 50 yards away and it was a thrombosis. He has
had a few set backs but on Wedneday of this week Audrey & David Anderton
had seen him that hipght andreported how well he seemed. His wife was
there and stayed until Thursday 4.3C and just after she left he had a
relapse and the doctors were unable to save him. It is terribly sad.

Stuart Lawrence is going to write an obituary for the magazine
and he and T both think that you would like to do so. I think the
next magazine is due any day but if it should be late there might
b e a chance of an inclusion otherwise it will g0 into the next onei

With all good wishes to you and Joan for 1970,
Yours sincerely,

President: Her Royal Highness the Princess Margaret  Vice-Presidents: Douglas and Helen Kennedy
Area Organiser: Miss E. M. Anderson General Secretary : Kenneth F. Goode
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THE ENGLISH FOLK DANCE & SONG SOCIETY E F D S S

CECIL SHARP HOUSE
2 REGENT'S PARK RD.

LONDON N.W.1.
¥r T,Flett. Tel: 01-485 2206
64 Kingfield Road,
Sheffield,S11 QAU Jan 21st 1970

Dear Mr Flett,

Thank you for your letter of Jan 18th 1970,and I note your
comments regarding the illustrations for Frank Rhode's article,

Re. the obituary on Normen Robinson. Ofcourse,we do not normally
carry more than one obituary,but in this case I think I could print one in EFDSS
News and the other in English Dance and Song. I would be very pleased to have the
photograph you mention for reproduction. I have not yet received the contribution
from Stuart Lawrence,but I will let you see a copy of it,when it arrives.

Y :
ours ?329?zi1y,
~ Fi. .
/ /' (/\J. P /

Tony,Waigg;
Editor: English Dance and Song.

President : Her Royal Highness the Princess Margaret Vice-Presidents: Douglas and Helen Kennedy
Artistic Director: S. A. Matthews General Secretary : Kenneth F. Goode
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30th January, 1970.

PDear Yr, Yales,

T enclose my obituary of Norman Robinson, together with
a nholozraph taken gbout 10 years ago. As this is my only
eony of ths vhotograph, T should be grateful if you would
return it to me when you have finiched with it.

7411 vou be good enough to send a copy of the magazine
eont:dining the obituary to ¥Wrs. Robinson. FHer address iss

>

Brocka Cottage, Lindale-in-Cartmel, CGrange-over-~Sands, Lanes.

Yours sinecerely,

#H'y ?{;li‘:”‘

=9
AL L ncne s PO

30th January, 1970.

Dear lir, Vales,

T enclose my obituary of Norman Robinson, together with
a vhotograph taken about 10 years agoe As this is my only
eopy of the photograph, I should be grateful if you would
return it to me when you have finiched with it.

41l you be good enough to send a copy of the magazine
contoining the obituary to Mrs. Robinson., Her address is:
Brocka Cottage, Lindale-in-Cartmel, Grange-over-Sands, Lanes.

Yours sinecerely,



Norman Robinson, who died on Jamnuary 1st, was a descendant of
the family of dancingemasters of that name who practised in Westmorland
and North Lancashire for the best part of a century. Norman's great-
grandfather was Joseph ('01d Jos') Robinson of Lakeside, who ran
dancing classes from about 1860 until about 1905, '01d Jos' taught
the Lukeland style of step~dancing in his classes, and it is entirely
to hi~ and his family that we owe the preservation of this style today.
'01d Jos' was followed by his sons, Stainton and Alfred, and in turn
Stainton was followed by his son, 'Young Jos's Norman, who was taught
by his uncle 'Young Jos', was one of the best step-dancers I have seen.

I first met Norman in 1960 at his home in Grange-over-Sands, when
I was collecting information about dancing in the Lake Distriet. fle
had not at that time been dancing regularly, but he had all of his

grandfsther's and uncle's steps at his toe-tips., He was extremely keen

to pass these on, and over many visits he gave me the greatest assistance

in learning the steps that he knew. Subsequently he began to dance
again and to teach locally, and I can remember what a thrill it was to
come into the square at 7lookburgh one frosty night and to hear the
rattle of clogs coming from the village hall,

Tis dencing became more widely knmown from his exhibitions at dance
festivals all over the country, from Aberdeen to the Royal Albert Hall,
and his death will cause a sad gap in future festivals. Those who knew
him ~ore intimately will miss him, not only for his daneing, but also
for his wide kmowledge of the Lekeland and its people, and above all

for his enthusiasm and kindness.




Horman Robinson, who died on January 1st, was a descendant of
the fumily of dancing-masters of that name who practised in Westmorland
and lorth lencashire for the best part of a centurys, Nomman's greai-
granifather was Joseph ('01d Jos') Robinson of lLakeside, who run
dancins classes from about 1860 until about 1905, '01d Jos' taught
the 3&2%1&3& style of step-dancing in his classes, and it is entirely
to hi+ and his family that we owe the preservation of this style today.
1014 Jos' was followed by his sons, Stainton and ilfred, and in turn
Stainton wes followed by his son, 'Young Joa'; Norman, who was taught
by his unele '"Young Jos', was one of the best step-dancers I have sccn.

T first met Norman in 1960 at his home in Crange-over-Tands, when
i was colleeting infor-ation about d;ncing in the lake Distriet.s e
had not ot that time been dancing regularly, but he had all of his
gran’:ther's and uncle's steps at his toe-tips. He was extremely leon
to pass thése on, and over many visits he gave me the greatest assistance
in lesrrings the steps that he knew, Cubsequently he began to dance
again an? to teach locally, and I can remewber what a thrill it was to
come into the square at Tlookburgh one frosty night and to hear the
ratile of clogs coming fron the village hall,

e deneing became more widely known fron his exhibitions at dance
festivals all over the country, from /berdeen to the Royal Albert Mall,
anﬁ.his ésath will cause a sad gmup in future festivals. Those who knew
him wore intimetely will miss him, not only for his daneing, but also
for his wide imovledge of the Lakeland and its people, and above all

for his enthusiasm and kindneas.
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CECIL SHARP HOUSE

2 REGENT'S PARK ROAD,
LONDON, R W1

Mr TM,Flett,
University of Sheffield,
Dept.bf Pure Mathematics,
Hicks Bldps,
Hounsfield Road,

Sheffield,S3 TRH
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THE ENGLISH FOLK DANCE AND SONG  SOCIETY
Cecil Sharp House, 2 Regents Park Road, London N.W.-"

Date as postmark

Dear SimAMadamir Flett,

Thank you for ..??%P?%?y............
for the magazine English Dance and Song/

BRDSS ews ACIuE XFEXK
Yours faithfully,

TONY WALES.

Editor. i/w(l?
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