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IAcprinted Trom the JDhefland News

January 25th.

WEDDING RECEPTION OF

SHETLAND AND

CUNNINGSBURGH MINISTER.

ORIGINAL MUSIC.

A very entertaining and interesting evening
was spent by the people of Cunningsburgh on
Wednesday, January 10th, at the Cunnings-
burgh Public Hall, when a reception and dance
was held to celebrate the homecoming of the
Rev. A. Barclay Wilson, M.A., Minister of
the Church, and his bride, who have recently
returned to Shetland after their marriage in
the south. Mr and Mrs Wilson were host and
hostess, and elaborate preparations had been
made both by them and their guests, who
totalled 200.

The hall was packed with beople, not only
from Cunningskturgh, but from the surround-
ing districts, many of whom had walked three
or four miles to be present on this occasion.
One of the highlights of the evening was the
performance of a few members of the Shetland
Concert party who journeyed to Cunningsburgh
to perform some of the Shetland folk-tunes
sung at the concert in Lerwick a few weeks
previously. Mr J. R. S. Clark, M.A., was in
charge of the party, which included Miss Ethel
M. Reid-Tait, accompanist, Miss Hilary M.
Campbell, soprano, Mr T. Pottinger, tenor,
and Mr Wm. Sandison, fiddler.

After the Rev. Mr and Mrs Wilson had
entered the hall, the latter looking very charm-
ing in her Slavonic peasant’s wedding dress, an
excellent tea was served by the ladies, followed
by the cutting of a tier of the wedding cake,
which had been sent for this occasion to Shet.
land. More gifts were presented to the bride,
including donations of cash amounting to £8.
After speeches were made by Rev. Mr
Wilson, and Mrs Wilson, the cake was passed
round the large company. The hall was then
cleared for the games, which came first in a
large and varied programme, These games,
organised especially for the children, were in
the very capable hands of Mr and Mrs Wilson,
and many grown-ups joined in with enthusiasm
quite equal to that of the children. The games
continued for almost two hours, creating just
the right atmosphere for the first part of the
. €vening.

The entertainment then followed, starting
with the Cunningsburgh Dance Team demon.
strating the very pretty Bride’s Reel, which was
danced with all the grace and beauty it re-
quires. The ladies were dressed in their love-
ly frocks dating from 50 to 160 years old, and
they did indeed make a pretty picture in the
quaint traditional dance. An unearthly up-
roar followed when there crashed into the
Toom a wild team of guizers, two of them old-
time ‘‘skekklers,” whose dancing tg a local
fiddler's playing led to Shetland dancing for
all, in which the minister and his bride gladly
took part.

A rest was provided for all, when the first
item of the musical entertainment was intro-
duced. Mr Wilson made a neat speech wel-
coming the visitors from Lerwick, mentioning
that he was sure the company would enjoy the
many fine folk-songs which were to be pre-
sented for the first time in this district. Mr
Tom Pottinger opened with a very comical song,
Da Bressa Lighthouse, sung in his inimitable
manner, which was heartily encored. Mr San.
dison followed with a fine selection of Shetland
reels played in the true Shetland way. Miss
Campbell’s first song was the Bressay Cradle

Song, which also delighted the audience, and
was well received, The Cunningsburgh dance
Team, including Mr Pottinger, demonstrated
the traditional Shetland Reel, followed by an-
other song from Mr Pottinger, where the audi-
ence joined in each chorus. This was also
encored. These two songs, “Helyinagro,” and
‘De. Knowe o' da Firt,’ were, words and melo-
dies, by Mrs Horace Saxby, accompaniments
composed and played by Miss Reid Tait. Miss
Campbell then sang the Bressay Lullaby. This
was followed by the ‘Pin Reel,” danced by the
younger members of the Dance Team. It may
be mentioned that the dancing was accom-
panied by two local fiddlers, making the scene
2 real ‘Shetland Nicht.’ They were John
Irvine, Hamar, Gord, Cunningsburgh, and
John Duncan Setter, Sandwick. Wm, Smith,
jnr,, Meal, Cunningsburgh, sang several dialect
songs, and there were also “twa Deerie, guizers”
dressed to represent an auld Shetland couple.

Tea was then served towards the end of the
rarty, and the Rev. Mr Wilson again thanked
the Lerwick Party for contributing so much
to this memorable evening, and also to the
Deople of Cunningsburgh for the way in which
they had welcomed his wife to their commun-
ity. Mrs Wilson made a very charming
speech, in which she also said how much she
had enjoyed the musical entertainment pro-
vided, especially when she was so very in-
terested in the folk music of Shetland, and
asked the company to remember those ladies
who had made and served the teas, and to
everyone who made this evening so enjoyable
for young ang old alike. She was indeed
proud to become a member of the village of
Cunningsburgh.

BRIDE AND BRIDEGROOM 'S
COMPOSITIONS.

Two very lovely Modal Carols, one each com-
posed by the kride ang bridegroom, were among
carols sung by the parish church choir during
thp evening. The four-part harmony in the
bride’s ca-ol is by Mr Albert A. Gregory, Mus.
Bac, PR AM., and the similar harmony in
Mr Wilson’s carol is by Dr Melville Cook, well-
known to Lerwick music lovers. In this more
difficult but equally peautiful composition the
male parts did great justice to themselves.

The function continued with more dancing,
till 1 a.m., when it came to a close with carols
and prayers.

We feel sure that the

Rev. Mr and Mrs Wil-
son’s many friends will wish them every hap-
piness in their new life, and express the hope
that they may be many years here in Shetland.

THREE BRIDES KIRKENED TOGETHER.

On Sunday, January 14th, in Cunningsburgh
h Church, there Was an unusual kirknin’
service marked by the bresence of three brides—
Mm Adamson (formerly Miss Joey ralcrow),
Mrs Smity (formerly niss Ella Halerow). and
Mrg W‘ilson (formerly Misg Margaret Ella)—
th.is being the first time for 34 vears that three
brides had been present together opn kirknin’
Sunday. The service was a special one, with
organ music, hymns, scripture readines, prayers
and sermon appropriate to the occasion.
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Missionary Guest Houso,
College wWalk,
Selly o0ak,
BIRMINGHAM, 29,
7/1/62.

Dear Dr, Flett,

thank you for your good wishes received over the festive
season, and the interesting letter, which I now take pleasure in
answering,

I am glad to hear that your book has reached the advanced stage of
prospective publication, and shall await with interest the outcome., I
hope it is favourable, as I know the vast amount of work and research
that goes into a work of this sort. I shall look forward to having a
look at the finished volume and to including it in my small library.

I note with interest that yvou visited Shetland this year again, and
was not surprised to hear that it was unproductive, considering that
Yell and Unst were vour main objectives. For some obscure reason, those
two islands have been more prone to religious revivalism, and fanaticism
than any others in the Shetland Group. There have been three major
religious revival movements particularly affecting Yell and Unst in my
memory., Unfortunately all these things carried a "taboo list" along
with other rules for self sacrifice. Among them was music and dancing.
I know that the trend for religious instabilif® ZFEEI%%EToack for centuris
and that is the reason why so 2 of the old music and dance forms
have sunk into obscurity. In the mid I9th., century, it wss a crime
fraught with dire peril of excommunication, and eternal damnation, to ok
play a fiddle or to dance. A few courageous people did both in secred,
and through their courage and foresight kept alive what is left of the
folk music and dancing associated with the two Islands, which isn't very
much, Yell and Unst natives who married out of the islands and lived
in other parts of Shetland took with them their traditional tunes and
dances, and they became integrated into the general pattern and lost any

individuality.

The Bursteen Reel (Millstane Rant), The Merry men's rant, often ¢
called the Drukken Reel, and the one Jessie Saxby called the Pretty
Dancers' Reel have all sunk into obscurity. The latter reel should have
been called the Mirry Dancers reel, The word "mirry" has nothing to do
with merry. Mirr in Shetlandic means to vibrate or oscillate, and
as the Mirry Dancers are the Aurora Borealis, when watching them, one can
fully appreciate the literal meaning of the word. Unfortunately, with
the decline of the Shetlandic as a spoken and written language, and the
necessity of Anglicising speech and script, the word is now erroneously
written "merry", and it's descriptive significance completely lost.

Even the word "pretty" as anplied to the reel by Jessie Saxby gives the

wrong meaning. It should have been written "Praitty" which has a
meaning of subtle difference from '"pretty", Praitty in Shetlandic means

mighty, and magnificent, with an element of beauty subordinate to the
might and magnificence, but nevertheless present in great measure.

Slips like these are common in -the works of many Shetlandic writers, and
areLextremely puzzling, when one considers that writers like Saxby
undoubtedly knew better, but decided for some obscure reason to ignore
their knowledge, and to mislead rather than preserve the old er, more

descriptive words. 3 5 e
I could go on giving instances for hours, - and pages. guffice to

i
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give the items directly concerned with the subject under cons1&9r9t10n.
A gentle word of advice, however, Never take a shetland word at it
face value, even when Anglicised. One can go so wrong in it's applic—
-ation,

Regarding the query about "-tight, tight, an' peerie-wise wi' vour
feet, " It is as I have written 1it. Shetlanders have the habit of
doubling words to give FMOhS%l% to a statement, e. g. = ‘'weet, weet'=
very wet; a downpour: " t'in, t'in "= extremelv thin; emaciated:
"auld, auld"= extremelv old; ancient, ete,, e¢tc. So, with all due
ﬂeqnect o vour wife's %urﬁe stion, I'm afraid that the oricinal must
stand. I can't agree that "light" is inappropriate as a description

of some Shetland dances. The 01d Reel was extremely light and graceful,

as wesethe Foula Reel and Pin Reel when properly done. Unfortunately
these dances got "d bQ%ed” by people who wouldn't take the trouble to

learn how to do them correctly, and lumbered round the set like baby

elephants.

8o much for that. I hope you had an enjoyable festive season. We
did not so badly, but we miss our Hogmanay, and later, our Up-Helly- A'.
Now that it's all over here, we're back to normal. —almost! We are
extremély short staffed so are having extra duties, and not liking it
much. However, perhaps we'll get streightened out later,

This summer we spent part of our holidays in Edinburgh and enjoyed
revisiting the capital after a lapse of over 20 years, I have been
doing work for the Scottish National Dictionary, the Scottish National
Museum of Antiquities, and the Scottish Records Office, and supplying
each with varied information, so the trip was partly to get to know my

colleagues, and to see the various exhibitions and shows connected with
the various researches. I thoroughly enjoyved it all.

We've just emerged from a severe spell of snow and frost, and are
beginning to discern the ground ~gain, thank goodness! I could stand
the Shetland cold, but the English variety gets me down, it's so much
more severe, and strikes so suddenly. Certainly we have severe spells
in Shetland, hut we do not get the extremes of temperature that we have
experienced here, and with the lower overall temp. in Shetland, we were
ﬁlmnvq belttber prepared.

I am writing this, and hope that you get it fairly soon, but with the

Butler dispute in the G.P.0O. heaven knows when it will arrive.

In the meantime, my wife, my daughter and myself wish you and yours
the best of everything for I962,

If, and when you have the tkme, please let me know the outcome of
vour submission of the Mss. to the publishers. Best of luck in the

“projsct,

Please extend my best wishes to your colleague, Mr. Rhodes.
Happy lendings.:

yours, P
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THE SWORD.DANCE. |

PAPA STOUR, SHETLAND.

By ALFRED W. JOHNSTON.

HE following description of the sword-dance in

- Papa Stour, Shetland, is taken from the works

of Dr. Samuel Hibbert (afterwards Hibbert
Ware) and Sir Walter Scott. -

Dr. Hibbert, who visited Shetfand in 1817 and 1819,

gives the following account of the sword-dance in his

Description of the Shetland Islands, published in 1822,

PP- 554, 555-560:— :

‘“ Papa Stour is the only island in the country where.

the ancient Norwegian amusement of the sword-dance

-hds been- preserved,” and where it still continues in

Thule, to beguile the tediousness . of a long winter’s
evening. . . . We shall suppose Yule.to be arrived,
which is always anndunced at break of day by the fiddles
striking up the Day-dawn, an ancient Norwegian tune,

. that, being associated with gaiety and festivity, is never
heard without emotions of delight. As the evening

approaches, piles of turf are lighted up in the apart-
ment where wassail is to be kept; young and old of
each sex make their appearance, and, after the whisky
has gone liberally round, it is announced that the sword-
dancers are’ making ‘their appearance. . .-. The

* company then seat themselves on the forms; tubs, beds,

and benches, that serve the place of chairs, leaving a
large space in the middle of the room for the exhibition.
The fiddle strikes'up a Norn melody, and at the sound
of it a warrior enters in the character of St. George, or
the master of the Seven Champions of Christendom, a
white hempen shirt being thrown over his clothes,
intended to represent the ancient shirt of mail that the
Northmen wore, and a formidable looking sword being

girt to his side, constructed from the iron hoop of a
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176 The Sword Dance.

barrel. St. George then stalks forward and makes his
bow, the music ceasing while he delivers his epilogue.”
(See below). ' ' ,
~ Sir Walter Scott in his diary for 1814, while in Shet-
land (Memoirs of the Life of Sir Walier Scott, bt., vol.
II1., 1837, p. 162), made the following entry :— -
~« August 7th.—At Scalloway my curiosity was
gratified by an account of the sword-dance, now almost
lost, but still practised in the island of Papa, belonging
to Mr..Scott.” There are eight performers, seven of
whom represent the. Seven Champions of Christendom,
who enter one by one with their swords drawn, and are
presented to the eighth personage, who is not named.
Some rude couplets are spoken (in English, not Nozrse),
_containing a sort of panegyric upon each champion as
he is presented. They then dance a sort of cotillion,
as the ladies described it, going through a number of
evolutions with their swords. One of my three ‘Mrs.
Scotts’ readily promised to procure me the lines, the
rhymes, and the form of the dance. 1 regret much
that young Mr. Scott was absent during this visit; he
is described as a. reader and an enthusiast in poetry.
Probably I might have interested him in preserving the
-dance, by causing young persons to learn it. A few
years since a party of Papa-men came to dance the
sword-dance at Lerwick as a public exhibition, with
great applause.” i .
Sir Walter Scott, in: The Pirate, has the following

_ note (0) :— ,

1.am able to add the words sung or chanted, on
occasion of this dance, as it is still performed in Papa

Stour, a remote island of Zetland, where alone the.

It is, it will be observed by

custom keeps its ground.
stery, in which the

antiquaries, a species of play or my:
1']'ohn Scoft of Scalloway, born 1756, died x83u3. ‘
2 Two of Mr. Scott’s daughters were married to John and James, sons
of Mr. Scott of Melby. 3k

it
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‘Seven Champions of Christendom make their appear-
ance, as in the intertude presented in ° All’'s Well:

that Ends Well.’ This dramatic curiosity" was most
kindly procured for my use by Dr. Scott, of Hazlar

Hospital, son of my friend Mr. Scott of Mewbie,’
. Zetland. Mr. Hibbert has, in his description of the

Zetland Islands, -given an account of the. sword-
dance, but somewhat less full than the following,™*
(See below). " :

Mr. James Wilson, in his 4 Voyage round the

Coasts of Scotland and, the Isles, Edinburgh, 1842,

Vol. IL., pp. 352, 355-366, gives a description of the

- sword-dance, as performed before him in Papa Stour
by special request, on August 30, 1841. “The words -

are identical with Hibbert’s, but the description of the
figures is a report of what Mr. Wilson observed him-

self, and agrees with Hibbert’s account. “QOf .the-

many thousand steps “which we saw danced one of
them may have been that which conducts from the
sublime to the ridiculous.” The sword consisted of
“ a straightened portion of a herring hoop.”” During
the dance théy *‘ give utterance to wild unearthly cries,
or sudden shouts and screams, and such a turmoil
takes place that we at one time deemed ourselves rather
in bedlam than in Papa Stour.” ‘ The exhibition was
really an animating one, and not deficient in a certain

wild gracefulness, in spite of the occasional prevalence -

"
.

of exuberant and uncouth glee

Dr. Robert Cowie, in his Shetland, Aberdeen, 1879,

p. 187, states that: * Until within the last twenty
years [1859] the ¢ Sword Dance’ continued to be per- -

formed during the winter evenings”’ in. Papa Stour.
Note.—The following text is a combination of
1From a MS. by Wm. Henderson, junior, of Papa Stour, see below.
3Should read Melby. James Scott, surgeon, son of John Scott of Mejby
and whose wife was a daughter of Mr. Scott of Scalloway, as mentioned

above. .
8 The Pivate was first published in 1821, so that this note could not have

- been written before 1822; when Hibbert’s Shetiand was published.
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Scott’s and Hibbert’s versions of the words, of which i

the former version is used as the groundwork. Those '

words in Scott which do not occur in Hibbert, are

placed in brackets [ 1; while those in Hibbert which

do not occur in Scott, are placed in parenthesis ( ).

Words in Scott’s text which differ from Hibbert’s are

s preceded by an asterisk (*) -and followed by a reference

i number to a footnote, in which Hibbert’s version will .

P be found, _marked (H). - Quotations from Wilson are : 5
given in footnotes marked (w). : 5

E (Text). : |

"' [Words used as prelude to the sword-dance, a x

Danish or Norwegian ballet, composed some centuries
4go, and preserved in Papa Stour, Zetland.]

& : [PERSONE DramaTis']. ]

| [Enter Master, in ike character of St. George].?: \
j : o PROLOGUE, |

' : Brave gentles all, within thig boor,® P
If ye delight in any spott, i o

Come see me dance upon this floor, . : ‘,é
[Which to you all shall yield comfort. ] =7

Then shall T dance in such g sort, i
As possible I may or can ]

‘ . You, minstrel man, play me a porte,4

| [That I on this floor may prove a man.]

[He bows and dances in q line].

(The minstrel strikes up ; the master bows and dances).’ ¥
' Now have I dancle]d -with heart and hand, o
Brave gentles all, as you may see, 'i

For I have® been tried in many a land, : / ey

[As yet the truth can testify ;] f\_i

18cott mentions that this was “So placed in the old MS.”
2 The master, “St. George,” entered with a straightened portion of a herring-
hoop in his hand, to represent a sword. Bowing his head and body, and scraping b
the ground with one of his hind legs, he then gave utterance to the following f
prologue. (W).
8 Bower, O.N. bur.
4 Gaelic, port, a tune, <~
SHe then toddles about the floor for a few seconds, with a shifting motion of f
the feet, the toes turned well inwards, and making a low sweeping reverential
bow to the assembled multitude, the music ceases. (W).
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*In England, Scotland, Ireland, France, Italy and Spain,
Have I been tried with that good sword of steel. 4

Draws, and flourishes.
Yet I deny that ever a man did make me yield; !

{Draws his sword, flourishes it, and returns it to his side). *

For in my body there is strength,
As by my manhood may be seen;
And I, with that good sword of length,
] *Have oftentimes in perils been,?
i And over champions I was® king,
| S| And by the strength of this right hand,
: Once on a day I killed fifteen,
And left them dead upon the land.
" Therefore, brave minstrel, do not care,
But 4 play to me a porte most light,
That I no longer do® forbear,
But ¢ dance in all these gentles’ sight;

(The master then bows, and while the music plays,
again dances; and thus, after having “rid his pro-
logue like a rough colt, knowing mot the stop,” he
_ gives motice of the further entertainment that is
! . inlended).

*Although my strength makes you abased,
Brave gentles all, be not afraid,

For here are six champions, with me, staid,
All by my manhood I have raised.

[He dances].

" Qince I have® danced, I think it best
To call my brethren -in your sight,
That I may have a little rest.
o And? they may dance with all their might;
[With heart and hand as they are knights,]
 And shake their sword of steel so bright,
1In Britain, France, Spain, Italy,

T have been tried with this good sword of steel,
Yet never did a man yet make me yield. (H).

tmp

& . 21p perils oftentimes have been. (H). - ’ =
ﬁ. Swas I (H). ]
\ 4To (H). smay (H). 8To (H).

| 7Brave gentles all, be not afraid,

s Althougb my sight makes you abas’d, -
That with me have six champions stay’d,

i Whom by my manhood I have rais’d. (H)

&For since I've (H). 9That (H). Wstout (H).
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Angd shew their main strength on ‘this floor,
For we shall have another bout

Before we pass out of this boor,
Therefore, brave minstrel. do not care

To play to me a porte most light,
That I no longer do forbear.

But! dance in all these gentles’ sight.

[He dances, and then introduces his knights as under].

(The minstrel obeys; the master again - dances, and
then, with much polite discretion, introduces into the
room six formidable lookmg knights, each with a white
shirt over his clothes in the place of a shirt of mail,?
and a good sword girt to his szde, their respective names
and deeds being announced in well set verse).

Stout James of Spain, *hoth tried and stour,s
Thine acts are known full well indeed;
And champion Dennis, a French knight,
*Who stout and bold is to be seen;4
And David a (brave) Welshman. born,
* Who is come of5 noble blood ;
And Patrick, also,® who blew the hom.
An Irish *knight amongst? the wood.
Of Ttaly, brave Anthon¥ the good,
. And Andrew of (fair) Scotland King®;
8t. George of England, brave?® indeed, )
Who to the Jews wrought muckle tinte.l®
Away with this!—Let us! come to sport,
. Since that ye have a mind to war,
Bince that ye have this bargain sought,
Come let us fight and do. not fear.
Therefore, brave minstrel, do not care
To play to me & porte most light,
That I no longer do1? forbear,
But 8 dance in all these gentles’ sight.

[He dances, and advances to James of Spain].

(The master, after shewing his brethremn a specimen
of the sort of pas seul that they will be required io

1To (H).
$They were clad in their best attire, though their coats were doffed, their
shirtsleeves being as white as snow. (W).
Scome in our sight (H). stour, great, potent, from O.N. stirr.
4 Who shows not either fear or dread (H). SDescended of right ).

6too (H). Twarrior in (H). 8knight, 9 here (H).

10gpite (H). tinle, loss, damage ; Scotch, tyne, ON. tyna, to lose, #dn, loss, damage.

: let's (H). LB may (H). 1876 (H).

%
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exhibit before the éom'pany, draws his sword, and ,

addresses all the knights in succession).

Stout James of Spain, both tried and stour,
Thine acts are known full well indeed,
Present thyself *within our sight?
Without? either fear or dread.
Count not *for favour or for feid,?
Since of thy acts thou hast been sure;
Biave James of Spain, I will thee lead,
To prove thy manhood on this¢ floor.
[James dances}.

(James of Spain draws his sword, and on the fiddle
being heard, he proves his manhood on the floor by a
pas seul). 1%

Braves champion Dennis, a French® knight,
*Who stout and bold is to” be seen,
Present thyself here in our sight,
Thou brave® French knight, who® bold hast been,

Since thon such valiant act& hast done,
Come let us see some of thein now;
With courtesy thou brave French knight,

Draw out thy sword of moble hue,

[Dennis dances, while the others retire to a side].
" (The minstrel strikes up ; Dennis draws his sword and

Brave David a bow must string, and (big), with awe,
Set up & wand upon & stand,
And that brave David will cleave in twa.

[David dances solus].

(David draws and dances).
Here is, I think, an Irish knight,
*Who does not fear, or does not fright,
To prové thyself a valiant man,1®
[As thou hast done full often bright;]
*Brave Patrick, dance, if that thou can.’t

{He dances].
(Patrick draws and dances).

lupon the floor (H). 2 And shew not (H).
Son favour for thy meed (H), feid, hostility, see E.D.D., but ¢f. O.N. fa8, coldness,
fér (few), neut. fdit, coldness, coolness. 4the (H). sStout (H).
étried (H). 7As by thy manhood may (H). 8true (H). 9that (H).
10To prove himgelf a valiant wan,
Who has not either fear or fright! (H).
1 Let Patrick dance, then, if he can. (H)
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Thou stout Italisn, come thou here; - *
Thy name is Anthony, most stout; '

Draw oul thy sword that is most clear,
sAnd do thou fight without any doubt;?

Thy leg [thou] shake {bow), thy neck thou lout.?
sAnd shew some courtesy on this floor,?

L ) . For we shall Have another bout,

St Before we pass out of this boor. .

(Anthony draws and damces).

! Thou kindly Beotsman, come thou here;
*Thy pame is Andrew of Fair Scotland ;¢
Draw out thy sword that i most clear, - .
L , *Fight for thy king with® thy right hand ;
' ‘ , [And aye as Jong 88 thou can stand} - : )
! Fight for thy king with all thy hear$ ;
i #And then, for to confirm his band,®
: )  Make all his enemies [for] to smart.
(And leave them dead upon the land).

[He dances. Music begins}.
‘(Andrew draws and dances).

SCOTT. HIBEERT.

- s Figuir, The six stand in rank «The minstrel now flourishes
with their swords reclining on  his bow with spiris, and the sword-

e g it et R (R oS

§And by ths strength of (ED. .
6Fight to conflrm his loyal band H).

their shoulders. The master (St.  dance commences, The master
George) dances, and then strikes  givesa signal to his brethren, who
5 the sword of James of Spain, stand in rank with their swords
| who follows George, then dances, reolined on their right shoulders,
| gtrikes the sword of Dennis, who  while he dances a pas seul. He
i follows behind James. In like then strikes the gword of James
! manner the rest—the music play- of Spain, who moves out of line,
| i,ng—swor&sa.abefore.” dances and strikes the sword of
1 Dennis; then Dennis gports & toe i
; on the floor, snd in the same ]
i manner brings David out of line,
i and thus each champion is suc-
l cessively made to caper about the
l, A. ) i mm." : E I
! 1And fight thou without dread or doubt ). , N
! 2 8oott adds this note: “Lout = to bend or bow down, pronounced Joof 83 doubt
is doot in Seotland.” O.N. lita, to bow -down. Thisorder the master, St. George,
| = « accompanied by & tap of his swordupon the Ttalisn's crown.” (W) .
| sSome courtesy shew on this floor ¢(H). ! o ¥
i 4 Andrew’s thy name of Seottish land! (ED- 3
|
i
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SCOTT.

¢« After the six are broﬁght out
of rank, they and the master form
a circle, and hold the swords point

and hilt, This circle is danced

round twice.”

‘“The whole, headed by the
master, pass under the swords
held in & vaulted manner. They
jump over the swords. This
naturally places the swords across,
which they disentangle by passing

under theirright sword. Theytake

up the seven swords, and form a
circle, in which they dance round.”

“The master runs under the
sword opposite, which he jumps
over backwards. The others do
the same. He then- pagses under
the right-hand sword, which the
others follow, in which position
they dance, until comxmanded by
the master, when they form into
a circle, and dance round as before.
They then jump over the right-
hand sword, by which means their
backs are to the circle, and their
hands across their backs, They
dance round in that form until
the master calls ‘Loose,” when
they pass under the right sword,
and are in a perfect circle."

HIBBERT.

““The champions then extend
their swords out at- full length,
when each of them is seen to grasp
his own sword with his right hand,
and the point of his left hand
neighbour’s sword with his left
hand; ‘and being thus formed into
a circle, hilt and point, as it is
named, they dance & double
roundel.”’

‘“The champions hold their
swords in a vaulted direction, and,
headed by the master, successively
pass under them ; they then jump
over their swords,—this movement
bringing the weapons into a cross
position, from which they are
released by each dancer passing

‘under his right hand sword. A

single roundel, hilt and point, is
then performed as before.’’

‘“The roundel is interrupted by
the master, who runs under the
sword of his right hand, and then
jumps over it backward; his
brethren successively do the same.

" The master then passes under hig

right hand sword, and is followed
in this movement by the rest.
Thus they continue to dance, until
a signal is given by their director,
when they form into a circle,
swords tended, and grasping hilé
and point as before. After a roundel
has been danced, the champions
jump over their right hand sword,
by which means their back is to
the circle, and their hands across
their backs, and in this form they
dance round until the master callg
‘loose!’ They then respectively
pass under their right hand swords,
and are in a circle as before.”

N
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SCOTT.

«The master lays down his
sword, and lays hold of the point
of James's sword. He then turns
himself, James, and the others,
into a clew. When so formed, he
passes under out of the midst of
the circle ; the others follow ; they
vault as before; After several other
evolutions, they throw themselves
into & cirole, with their arms across
the breast. They afterwards form
such figures as to form a shield of
their swords, and the shield is so
compact that the master and his
knights dance alternately with this
shield upon their heads. It is then
laid down upon the floor. Each
knight lays hold of their former
points and, hilts with their hands
across, which disentangle by "
figuire directly contrary to those
that formed  the shield. This
finishes the Ballet.”

184 The Sword Dance.

HIBBERT.

¢ The master now lays down
his own sword, and seizing hold of
the point of James’s sword, turns
himself, James, and the rest of the
champions, into & clue, and the
swords being held in a vaulted
position, he passes under them,
and thus removes out of the circle,
being followed in the same manner
by the other knights. A repetition
of all, or part of the movements
already described, then ensues.
The master and bis brethren, in
the next place, throw themselves
into a circle, each holding his arms
across his breast, and with their
swords, form a figure intended te
represent a shield; this being
so compact, that each champion
alternately dances with it upon his
head. The shield is then laid
down upon the floor, when each
knight, laying hold of the hilt and
point which he before held, and
placing his arms across his breast,
extricates his sword from the
shield, by a figure directly opposite
to that by which it had been
formed. This movement finishes
the sword-dance. The master then
gravely steps forward and delivers
the following.”

EPILOGUE.
¢ Mars does rule, he bends his brows,
He makes us all aghast, ’
After the few hours that we stay here,
Venus will rule at last.
Farewell, farewell, brave gentles all,
That herein do remain,
We wish you health and happiness
Till we return again.”

With regard to Scott’s v

 The manuscript from w

— [Ezeunt] .

ersion, he writes that:—
hich the above was copied

was transcribed from a wvery old ome, by Mr. William
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Henderson, jun., of Papa Stour,' in Zetland. Mr.
Henderson’s copy is not dated, but bears his own
signature, and, from various circumstances, it is known
to have been written about the year 1788.”

Dr. Hibbert states that in his version :—.

*“ The words of this drama are taken from an official

- prompt-book, for which I am indebted to a lady of the

island; a few glaring interpolations have been omitted,
and the words have been corrected according to other
recitations.”’

The accompanying illustration of the shield formed
of swords is constructed from a model kindly supplied
by Mr. James Stout Angus, of Lerwick.

The description of the Swedish sword dance will be
found in Olaus Magnus: Historia de Gentibus
Septentrionalibus. Romae, M.D.L.V. liber xv., cap.
xxiii. ‘‘ De chorea gladiatoria.”’ In this account the
interlaced swords are called a rose.

A review of the reprint of this paper will be found
on p. 186.

Sir Walter Scott’s reference (p. 177 ante) to the inter-
lude in ““ All’s Well that Ends Well,”” is an obvious
slip for ““ A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” the inter-
lude in which is appropriately quoted (p. 179 ante) by
Hibbert, whose book Scott consulted before writing the
above note.

1William Henderson, junior, of Papa Stour, born ¢. 1770, died 1796,
son of William Henderson of Papa Stour, who died in 1799, see Zetland
Family Histories,
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186 Notes on Books.

NOTES ON BOOKS.

The Bishops of Scotland, being notes on the lives of all the Bishops
under each of the sees, prior to the Reformation. By the late
Ricar Rev. Jomx DowpsN, D.D;, LL.D., Bishop of Edinburgh.
Edited by J. Marrr.axp TromsoN, LL.D., pp. 472,5% x 9. Glasgow :
James Maclehose & Sonms, 1912. - 12s. 6d. net.

IN the July number of the Miscellany a review of this important and
valuable historical work appeared, and made special reference to the
Bishopric of Orkney, and it was promised that a review of the section
dealing with the Bishops of Caithness would appear in this issue. It is
only by dealing with the individual sections that the book can-be
satisfactorily treated. .

At the outset it may be said that this is decidedly the most complete
list of Caithness Bishops that has yet appeared. There is abundant
evidence of great historical research, and the material gathered has
been well marshalled. Here and there one may come across & few
points on which additional information is desirable. For instance, in
the Calender of Entries in the Papal Registers (Letters), I., 612, there is
a reference to a decree of Benediet XI., giving power to Leonard (de
Tlisco), who is deseribed as * bishop elect of Caithness,’’ to appoint two
fit persons to canonries and prebends of Bruges. * Caithness,’” wé think,
must be a misreading, but Bishop Dowden makes no reference to
the said * bishop-elect of Caithness.” Again, the successor of
Alexander (Man) is said to be Alexander de Vaus, but in Pope
Boniface’s letter (dated 9th Jan., 1402) pominating Conrad to the
bishopric of Sodor, reference is made to the transference of John

_ to the see of Caithness (Diplom. Norveg. XVI., No. 951, p. 881). At

p. 286 Bishop Dowden makes reference to a John Donkan, who was
translated ““ad Cathedemsem ecclesiam,” and makes further refer-
ence to a John Sproten, who received appointment on the same date.
The question arises, does « ad Cathedensem ecclesiam » refer to the
church of Caithness, or is ¢ Cathedensem ”’ a misreading and Caithness

& mistranslation. These are points on which the opinions of

experts would be valuable.
D.B.

The Sword-Dance, Papa-Stour, Shetland, and Four Shetland Airs, by

Alfred W. Johnston. ‘¢ The Viking Club,” 1912. 7d.’

The Seven Champions of Christendom.
Mz. A. W. Johnston has done a useful service in reprinting the
published narratives of the performance of the Sword-Dance in Papa-
tour, Shetland, but its origin appears to be rather obscure.

It is evidently connected, directly or indirectly, with the English
romance published by Richard J ohnson, under the title of ** The Famous
Historie of the Seven Champions of Christendom, St. George of England,
§t. Denis of France, St. James of Spaine, St. Anthony of Italy, St.
Andrew of Scotland, St. Patricke of Ireland, and St. David of Wales.'*
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