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15'th INTERNATIONAL
CLOG & STEP DANCE
FESTIVAL

Saturday 23'rd October 1993
at Altwood School,
Maidenhead, Berkshire.
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WHOLE-DAY WORKSHOPS

Note: the grading of the workshops is for guidance only. The grades in order of ‘challenge’ are;
absolute beginner / beginner / improver / intermediate / advanced / professional. They should be
interpreted with respect to your own previous experience and expertise in the respective tradition.

1. NORTHUMBERLAND/DURHAM CLOG HORNPIPE, (beginnerimprover - clogs advised).
About 50 years ago ALEX WOODCOCK danced widely in the North East and performed many
routines with and for Cuthbert (Bert) May. This year Alex will present six hompipe steps from
father/son Eddy and Bert May. Alex is well known. for his emphasis on style and presentation for

stage performance. Please note that prior proficiency in single and double shuffles will_be

assumed.

2. LAKELAND CLOG, (absolute beginner/beginner - clogs or hard-soled shoes). This year JOHN
WALFORD will teach a number of easy Lakeland clog steps for beginners to the entertaining
world of clog and step dancing. These will be from Tom & Joan Flett's publication "Traditional
Step Dancing in Lakeland®. The class will be aimed at those new to clog dancing or those who
would like an easy introduction to the Lakeland steps. Enough steps will be covered for a simple
routine, and perhaps for a 'Westmorland Three Reel'.

3. OLD LANCS HEEL & TOE CLOG WALTZ, (intermediate/advanced - clogs) - This is an old
Lancashire ‘heel and toe' version of a popular stage routine and it will be taught by PAT
TRACEY. Pat, who was awarded the EFDSS Gold Badge recently for her continuing leadership
in promoting traditional clog dancing, has a vast repertory of routines and styles. This clog waltz
routine comes from her uncle who was a professional performer in the late 1800's. Please note

that prior proficiency in at least one routine in waltz time will be assumed since the basics will not
be taught.

4. SCOTTISH 'FLOWERS OF EDINBURGH', (intermediate/advanced - hard-soled shoes). It is a
while since we welcomed COLIN ROBERTSON of the Scottish National Dance Company to the
Reading Festival. And this year he will be teaching this Scottish hard-shoe step dance of eight
steps from Ewan Maclachlan (?-1879). The steps are fully described in a booklet on Scottish
hard-shoe step dancing which may be ordered in advance via the booking form.

5. IRISH "'SEAN NOS' STEP DANCING, (improver/intermediate - hard-soled shoes). MICK
MULKERRIN is one of the very few people who still performs and teaches the old traditional style
of Irish step dancing called ‘sean nos'. Mick leamt this as a youngster from the old people in the
Connemara region of Southemn Ireland. It is very similar to Cape Breton step dancing and
Appalachian ‘flat-footing’, and it is also thought to be related to an old style of Scottish step
dancing which has now died out. As for last year, we are delighted that Mick will be flying over
from Dublin to be with us.

6. NORTHUMBERLAND & DURHAM CLOG HORNPIPE, (intermediate/advanced - clogs).
GEOFF HUGHES is well known for his workshops at Folk Festivals and for the first time we will
be welcoming him to the Reading Festival. He will be teaching six of his own hompipe steps in
the Northumberland and Durham style. He has described some of them as 'tricky' or challenging!!

7. ADAMSON'S CLOG HORNPIPE, (intermediate/advanced - clogs or hard-soled shoes).
LESLEY GOWERS, a long-standing and accomplished member of RTSDG, will be teaching as
much as possible of William Adamson's (1859-1939) clog hompipe routine from East Fife,
Scotland. The style and steps will be as collected by Tom & Joan Flett, and as learnt from lan
Dunmur and Jennifer Millest. They are fairly easy but all nine in one day is a challenge.
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