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VIII. JACOBITE 461

The ballad certainly belongs to the seventeenth century. A black letter copy
is in the Pepys collection, which is reproduced in Child’s Zallads, 1861, viil.
128, where the editor says that he thinks it a parody of some early heroic
tale. Thisis the first time Burns’s ballad has been printed with its tune, which,
it is needless to say, is English.

VIII. JACOBITE.

No. 277. When first my brave Johnie lad. Scoss Musical Muscim,
1792, No. 309, entitled Cock up your beaver. The MS., not in Burns’s hand,
is in the British Museum. A fragment of the old song is in Herd’s Scots
Songs, 1769, 314. Burns made a few alterations in the first stanza, the second
beiug entirely his.

The tune was popular in England as a Scofck dance in the seventeenth
century. It is printed in the seventh edition of Playford’s Dancing Master,
1686, also edition 1693, entitled Joksny cock thy beaver. It is also in Atkin-
son's MS., 1694 ; in Durfey's Fills, 1719, i. 372, set to a semi-political song “
beginning ¢ To horse brave boys of Newmarket, to horse ' in Stukler's MS.,
Glasgow, 1710; in Oswald’s Companion, ¢. 1755, vii. 2; and in M¢Gibbon’s
Scots Tunes, 1755, 20.

No. 278. Our thrissles flourish’d fresh and fair. Scofs Musical
Muscum, 1790, No. 263, entitled Awa, whigs, awa. The MS. is not among
the Burus papers in the British- Museum. In Law's AZS. List, < Mr. Burns'’s
old words.” In the fourth stanza Burns is indignant against the enemics of the
Jacobites, for with all his democratic feeling he could not escape from his
Jacobite proclivities. The Union in his day was not accepted as favourable to
his country—the pride of the nation rebelled against occupying an inferior
position. The fecling was expressed on the slightest provocation whether over
the taxation of beer barrels, or a suggestion to abolish Bank notes.  Sir Walter
Scott astonished the Parliament of St. Stephen’s by his furious attack on the
proposal to amend the paper currency established for more than 150 years
when the country was independent. In spite of Bumns’s feeble apologies for
writing up the Jacobite cause, he embodied his sentiments in all the Jacobite
songs, although this one like some of the others was not acknowledged.

The original of Burns's song is eight lines in the //erd A1S. as follows :—

¢And when they cam by Gorgie Mills
They licked 2’ the mouter,
The bannocks lay about there
Like bandoliers and powder;
Awa, whigs, awa!
Awa, whigs, awa!
Ye're but a pack o’ lazy louns,
Ye'll do nae guid ava!’

Awa, whigs, awa, is still a very popular meclody which was originally
published in Oswald’s Companion, 1754, vi. 19 without a second part and
without the sharp minor seventh near the close of the fourth line. The tune is
also in Aird’s A77s, 1788, iii. No. 41z.  Another and different air is in Sengs
Prior to Burns, page 72 which R. Chambers said was sung to the song in the
house of a Perthshire Jaccbite family.

No. 279. NWow Nature hangs her mantle green. Edinburgh Edition,
1793, ii. 177; entitled ¢ Lament of Mary Queen of Scots on the approack of
Spring’ ; Scots Musical Museum, 1797, No. o4, signed ¢ B.” The hrst copy
was enclosed to Dr. John Moore in a letter dated Yebruary, 27, 1791, while
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¢T pray you keep this Nosegay wel, and set by it some store:
And thus farewel, the Gods thee guide, both now and evermore.
Not as the common sort do vse, to sct it in your brest:
That when the smel is gone away, on ground he takes his rest”

The tane is an adaptation of Koslin Castle (scc Song No. 313).  Whether
7he Posic or Rostin Castle be the original cannot now be ascerlained: the
former is the simpler of the two.

No. 128. Tet loove sparkle in her e’e. Scofs Musical Musenm, 1792,
No. 381, entitled Jocky fou and Jenny fain. The MS. is in the British
Museum. Burns added four lines to complete a stanza to _Jocky for and Jenny
fain, taken from Ramsay’s Zea-Table Miscellany, 1725, and also made verbal
alterations in the rest. He wrote on the MS. for the Awseum s ¢ These are the
old words, and most excellent words they are. Set the music to them” (K. B ).
The first four lincs, not written by Burns, are within brackets. The tune is in
Craig’s Scots Tunes, 1730, 25.

No.120. How cruel arve the parents. Thomson's Seofish Airs, 1799,
s1. “Written for this work by Robert Burns.” Thomson wanted English
verses for Jokn Anderson miy jo, and he got them on May 9, 1793, such as
they are. At the head of the MS. is written, ¢ Song altered from an old
English one,” which is said to be in Z%e Hive, 1733, but it is not in the earlier
edition, 1725—7. The verses are in Muse's Delight, 1734, 203, and Burns has
adhered to the sentiment of them. In Bickhaw’s Musical Linleriainer, 1737,
i, 68, the daughters take the business into their own hands, as follows :—

¢ When parents obstinate and cruel prove,
And force us to a man we cannot love;
"Tis fit we disappoint the sordid elves
And wisely get us husbands for ourselves.’

This they sing to the music of Ienry Carey. For the air of Burns’s verses,
see No. 272,

No. 120. The smiling Spring comes in rejoicing. Scofs AMusical
Museun, 1792, No. 387, signed ‘B, entitled Honie Bell. A MS. of this
joyous song, by an amanuensis, is in the British Museum among the Bums
papers. Bumns does not refer to it in any way, and the only confirmatory
evidence, which is quite good, is the initial at the end of the song in Johnson’s
Miiseun, Stenhouse says: ‘ This is another production of Burns, who also
communicated the tune to which the words are set in the Auscum.” ([llustra-
tions, p. 355.) 1 have not found any earlier copy of the tune.

No.131. Where Cart rins rowin to the sea. Scots Musical Muscur,
1792, No. 389, signed *R; entitled 7% gallant weaver. ‘Mr. B’s old
words’ (Law's A7S. List). Thomson’s Seotish Airs, 1798, 39. The MS. is
in the British Museum. The Cart, a stream of moderate pretentions, is known
chicfly as furnishing a river to the ancient burgh of Paisley in Renfrewshire.
The city of weavers is reported to have given birth to more pocets than any
town in Scotland. ¢The chorus of this song is old, the rest of it is mine.
Here, once for all, let me apologize for many silly compositions of mine in this
work [Seots Musical Musenm). Many beautiful airs wanted words; in the
hurry of other avocations, if I could string a parcel of rhymes togcther any-
thing near tolerable, I was fain to let them pass.  He must Le an excellent

_poet indecd, whose every performance is cxcellent’ (Lnterleaved Muscim).

The tune is in Aird’'s A:rs, 1782, i. No. 174, entitled I eaver's March, or
Twwenty-first of August. 1t has not the character of a Scottish melody.  Z%e
New Swedish Dance, in the Musical Loclet-Book, ¢. 1715, resembles the tune.
Thomson printed Burns’s song in his musical collection, and without authority
changed the ‘weaver’ into a ‘sailor,” and set it to The anld wife ayont
the fire. Mr. John Glen has found the tune in the Dancing Master, 1728,
entitled Frisky Jenny, or the Tenth of June.
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battle of Dunbhla (Sheriffmoor), after the action was over, a Scots
officer in Argyle’s army observed to His Grace that he was afraid
the rebels would give out to the world that they had gotten the
vietory. ** Weel, weel,” returned Hig Grace, alluding to the fore-
going ballad ; *if they think it be na weol bobbit, we'll hol it

again.”

O'er the Muir amanry the Heather,—

O, vow ! an’ I had her,

O’cr the muir, amang the heather,
A’ her friends should na get her
Till I made her lo’e me better.

The Moudicwort,

wilasls e d Nmmhzhf&m;k |

(p.3): Kirk wad let me be.—Tradition in the Western parts
of Scotland tells this old song, of which there are still three stanzag
extant, once saved a Cm'enauting Clergyman out of a scrape. It
was a little prior to the Revolution, o period when being a Scots
Covenanter was being a Felon, one of thejr clergy who was at that
very time hunted by the merciless soldiery, fell in, by accidont, with
a party of the militury. The soldiers were not exactly acquainted
with the person of the Rev., gentlerman of whom they were in scarch ;
but from some suspicious circumstances they fancicd that they had
got one. of that cloth and opprobious persuasion among them in
the person of this stranger.  “ Mass John,” to extricate himself,
assurned such a freedom of mannors (very unlike the gloomy strict-
ness of his sect), and among other convivial exhibitions, sung (and,
some traditions say, composed on the spur of the occasion) “ Kirk
wad let me be,” with such effect, that tho soldiers swore he was a

d——d honest fellow, and that it was impossible Ze could belong
to these hellish conventicles, and so gave him hisg liberty.

The first stanza of {his song, a little altered, is g favourite kind
of dramatic interlude at country weddings in the south-west parts
of the kingdom. A young fellow is dressed up like an old beggar ;
a peruke, comrmonly of carded tow, to represent hoary locks; an
old bonnet; a ragged plaid, or surtout, bound with a straw-rope
for a girdle; a pair of old shoes, with straw-ropes twisted round
his aneles, as is done by shepherds in snowy weather (p. 4) ; his face
disguised as like wretched old age as they can. In thig plight he

Sos.-3
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is brought into the wedding house, frequently to the astonishmont
of strangers who are not in the secret, and begins to sing :—
0, 1T am a silly auld man,
My name it is auld Glenae® e,
He is asked to drink, and by and by -to dance, which, after
some uncouth excuses, he is prevailed on to do, the fiddler playing the
tune, which here is commonly called “Auld Glenae ”’; in short,
he is all the time so plied with liquor that he is understood to be
intoxicated, and witlhr all the ridiculous gesticulations of an old drunken
heggar, he dances and stagg(ers) untill he falls on the floor, yet
still in all his ri(ot), nay in his rolling and tunbling on the floor,
with some or other drunken motion of his Lody, he heals time to i
the musie, till at last he is supposed to be carried out dead-drunk.
s {
i
(p. 5): Wat ye what my Minnic did ? i
Wat ye what my minnic did,
My minnie did, my minnie did, ;
An’ wat ye what my minnie did, }
My minnie did to me, jo ?
She put me in a dark roomn,
A dark room, a dark roon, i
She put me i}\ a dark room, '
A styme I could na see, jo. i
i
And there came in a lang man, ;
A meikle man, a strang man,
And there came in a lang man, . - f
He might hae worried me ! jo. e
1f ever I marry, ’llmarry @ wrigld.— (Sce this tune in Oswald).
1f ever 1 marry, Il marry a wright,
He’ll set up my bed, and he'll set it up right.  dee.

* ({lenae, on the small river Ae, in Annaudale;  the scat and

designation of an ancient branch, and the present representative

of the gallant, but unfortunate, Dalziels of Carnwath,

£
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RIDDELL’S MS. 71

VoLume IV
[No. 325 Galloway Tam.
O, Galloway Tam caine here fo woo, &c.]

‘I have secn an interlude (acted at a wedding) to this tune,
called The wooing of the maiden. These entertainments arc
now much worn out in this part of Scotland. Two are still
retained in Nithsdale, viz.:— Jilly pure anld Glenae, and this
one The Wooing of the Maiden. R.RJ

[No. 332.  Bonie laddie, Highland laddie.
1 hae been at Crookieden, &c.]

¢This Jacobite song was written as a satyre on William
Augustus Duke of Cumberland.” [The rest of the interleal
has been cut off and is missing. Ed.] :

[No. 347. Rory Dall’s Port.
Ae fond kiss, and then we sever, &c.]

‘Rory Dall was a famous harper and composer in the
Highlands. Many of his compositions are handed down and
among the rest this Tune, of which I have scen a set for the
harp with all the variations and runnings so well adapted for
that ancient instrument. R. R’

[No. 364. Nithsdall’s welconte hamne.
The noble Maxwel’'s and their powers, &c.]

¢The house of Terreagles had long been deserted by the
family of Nithsdale when in 1787 Mr Constable determined
to rebuild that ancient house and family scat. In 1788 I com-
posed this tune, and imparting to my friend M* Burns the
name I meant to give it, he composed for the Tune the words
here inserted. R. R/

1 Qy. ‘silly.’
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AL CzLB& X A New co/(l—dz‘*‘;‘n el I See e lelers ] g

NATIONAL LIEBRARY O SCOTLAND
Formerly the Advocates’ Library
EDINBURGH, 1

Telephone ¥z0% CAL 4806
DEPARTMENT OF PRINTED BOOKS

17 February 1953
Dear Madam,

; I am directed by the Keeper to reply to your letter of
12 February 1953, .

A list of the contents of GIBB (A.): A New Collection of
Minuets, Medlies, High-Dances, Marches, Strathspey and Other
Reels. Edin.,, [c.1798] follows., From this you can see those
that are labelled High-Dances. No instructions are given.

Miss C. Dalrymple's Jig. Miss Buchan of Kelly's Strath-
Miss Murray's Hornpipe. speye
Dunbar Volunteer's March. 18t Medley Dance, in Six parts
Quick Step. Miss Spankie's Ninuet.
Miss Cunningham's Fancy. Miss Morrison's Jig, or Within
Miss Campbell's Minuet. a ile of Edinburgh.
¢/6 Miss Margt. Balfour's Fancy, a High Col: Ferrier's March.
' Dance. Quick Step.
Miss Beck's Measure. kb The young Myrtle, a High Dance.
Miss Jessy Hume's Reel. 2d. liedley Dance, in Seven
b/+ Dysart Hornpipe. Parts.
Dalkeith Volunteer's March. %k Miss Monro's Double Hormpipe.
Quick Step. Miss Margt. Drummond Forbes's
Miss Jessy Bell's Jig. Jig.
Within a Mile of Edinburgh, with Miss Pollock's Strathy.
Variations. Miss Drummond Forbes's Minuet.
West Barns Brewery, a Strathspey. Miss Pattison's Jig.
C The York Hormpipe. Dysart Volunteer's iarch.
¢k Miss Nelly Bell's Double Jig. Quick Step.
Miss Hardie's Measure. Miss Ferrier's iinuet.
Miss Cochran's Jig. Miss Jessy Baird's Reel.
Miss Finlay's Strathspey. kiss Chrichton's Reel.
P, 1.0,
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3d. (Camperdown) Medley Dance, in Miss Dalrymple's (Nh.

Seven Parts. Berwick) Jig.
Col. Dalrymple's “arch. Miss Mainy Bell's Strathspey.
Quick Step. ¢ Miss Drummond Forbes's Hornmpipe.
Miss Bunbury's Jig. Miss Syme's Reel.
Miss F, Baird's Jig. Miss J. Tod's Strathspey.
Miss C. Phin's Reel. é/ Miss Ann Cockburn's Fancy High
Miss Hunter (Blackness' Strathy. Dance.
Miss Dalziel's Strathspey. Miss Mary Gilespie's Strathspey.
Miss White's Jig. 32 A Single Hornmpipe.
Tyne Side, Strathspey. Kilcraigie, with Variations.
Miss D. Cooper's Minuet. Miss Mitchel's Strathspey.
Wemys Castle, a Strathspey. Miss Miller!s Reel.
4th. Medley Dance, in Four Parts. Miss Balgour's Jig.
Hopetoun House, a Strathspey. Miss Clark's Strathspey.
Miss Hunter's Minuet. Miss Forbes's Strathspey.
Miss Bartram's Strathspey. Miss Brown's Jig.
Miss Milne's Strathspey. Miss Hunter Blair's Slow Jig,

with Variations.

The information given below was supplied by a colleague in our
Department of Manuscripts.

There is no reference to the collection of songs composed for
the Revolution Club in the indexes to our collections of manuscripts.
Several volumes which contain Jacobite songs have been examined, but
they do not contain the original version of "Highland Laddie.™

The manuscript of 170k to which Dauney refers is the Agnes Hume
Ms., so called because of an inscription "Mrs. Agnes Hume her book
Anno Dom. 1704."  The reference number i this lMs. is Adv.Ms.5.2.17.
There is no description of any o’her dance apart from "John
Anderson, my Jjo."

‘Yours faithfully,

Mrs. J.F. Flett,
11 Stowcliffe Road,
WALLASEY,
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INTERNATIONAL FOLK MUSIC COUNCIL

PRESIDENT:
DR. R. VAUGHAN WILLIAMS, O.M.

HONORARY TREASURER: HONORARY SECRETARY:
MR. W. S. GWYNN WILLIAMS

MISS MAUD KARPELES

Interviews by appointment only.

12 CLORANE GARDENS, LONDON, N.W.3
Telephone : HAMpstead 9116

June 17, 1954

Dear Mr Flett,

Thank you for your letter of Yune 2.

I am sorry I am not able to throw any light on
Gecil Sharp's reference to a sword dance in the Hebrides. T
must confess that I had not noticed the reference befors. It
would be unlike him to include it without some good foundation,
but in the absence of further evidence I think it would be
hetter to ignore the reference.

I should be glad to give you permission to include
the reference of the Broom Dance and Flail Dance, etc. in
your article.

I agree that the Afiton dance is interesting because
it does give a connecting link betwesen the Square Dance and
the Running Set.

I am afrald I am too busg,at the moment to adopt ¥our

suggestion about writing a article“on the Afton dance, and

do not think I have really very much to say in addition to the
article that appeared in the Journal of the English Folk Dance
Soclety, II Seriles, no. 3, 1930.

I am returning your MS.

Yours sincerely,
/
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