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MR JAMES NEILL

different from the dancing of the ordi-
| nary ballroom to-day. Indeed, although I
\may be charged with bemg sntxquated I am
linclined to think it is more romplng than
dancing that is now enoa.ged in.?

This pointed remark ‘was made as I sat chat- | |
ting on days gone by with Mr Neill, Forfar,
.the famous dancing master who the other day
was at Blair Castle, the seat of the Duke of
lAﬂiﬁﬂ made the recipient of a cheque for
| £100 and & beautiful silver cup, suitably in-
scribed, gifts as a token of esteem from s
former pupils extending over the Jong iod |
of fifty-three years. With such a record ser-
vice at his back, Mr Neill may well claim to
be Scotland’s oldea{. dancing m\astei, and man
are the changes he has seen since h he en
his first class of pupils. It was in repl to a
}Suggeatlon that there would not be m
lreed Dang.ing Fifty Years Ago
\that Mr Neill o the statement quoted.

;CI‘ HERE was plentv of dancing, but it was,

!

‘started

““ People,” he contmued., “ will nof troubls
themselves to steps nowadayss/“and to
see our beautlful Highland reel ed you
have to go to the upper classes. = )

my profession qundrxlles -13\: nears
were just coming, ugto vo, ue,
dons in the conventional style. Ev
in the figure had a F m%ﬁf@, the
fast style of dancing o© in ga‘ueral
public wanted to dispense wﬂ;h these steps, and |
did it. When I first took up the guadrille it
was not thought possible to teach it properly
in one session. Nowadays in the towns the
pupils have to be put through the whole
figures in two. The strathspey and
reel used to be played ‘at the same time, but |

The Introduction of Faster Danemg ; ;l

led to the reel being played much faster. tha.n‘
the strathspey, and dancing masters had

invent steps to suit the speed of the ‘tunes.

““It has been the same with the waltz. All
the near cuts have been tried to save a ltitle
troubls in teaching it, but with it all therse is
no waltz save the old six-beat walbr, =




N

" A Rebellious Musieian, ]
» while playing with a noted pianist in '
his day at a big house we were asked to play !
the waltz fast, but as it was not fast enough
to please the dancers I bent over and
whispered to him to increase the speed a bit.
He banged his hands on the piano, and, sit-
ting back, vehemently remarked, ‘Il do no- |
thing of the kind. I'll murder no man’s
music to please anybody,’ and he wouldn’t.
They had to take the waltz as he gave them

it or want.”

‘ Have you had any connection with the
Highland gatherings as a dancer, Mr Neill?”

“1I have done a great deal of judging, but
lately I have refused all offers of  this kind.
I began to get too well acquainted with the
competitors.” - F

& Who weﬁgy the great Highland danocers in
our young D : et
I Jghzi M‘Neill, Forbes, M‘Kinnon, and
M‘Naughton. Nothing could beat these men, |
and of the four M‘Neill was, in my opinion, |
the best.” = : et >

* Has games dancing improved?” :

“ It is more scientific, but it is not so High-
land, so to speak The steps, they dance are
not the rea! Highland steps.”

. Ladiss as Highland Daneing Judges.
* You must_have had some very amusing ex-

iences whilst jndging.” ; :
; pet'A*Véry “fanny “thing happened at Coupar
" Angus, where 1 had judged so often that on
this occasion I determined to back out. The
committee pressed me, however,and 1 offered
to make a compromise. I suggested that they
| get a committee of lady judges, and I would
act as clerk. The first dance was a Highland
Fling, and Jamie F——, a noted athlete, who
also damced, was unanimously voted frst.
I “was & splendid-looking~feliow, ~bup in-’
variably disqualified as a dancer because he
was in-toed, and the other competitors, who
“included M‘Neill and some of the men I have |
men-ioned, began to get a bit riled.

The Prize to the Best-Looking Man.

2 Torry came up and asked me to take
r){i:ﬁies in hand, as the men were threaten-
not to compete, but, as I pointed out,
were the judges, and I could do nothing |
1 the Sword Dance came on I wondered
would happen. Surely, T thought, they
2ot put F—— before M‘Neill, who held
“mpionship bels of Scotland for it = But
got the prize. I went in and pointed
ludicrous decision of the ladies
d-one of the ladies, ‘ M‘Neill is just
machine " while another said she
; go past F——, he was such a fine-
JMow! The lady gave the show away |
the best-looking man, not the best
‘they troubled themselves about.”
. you will have little faith in ladies
.judges, Mr Neill?”? T suggested.
axperience was Not Very promising
“aid it is the only instance of §
udging Committee I have had any-
do with.”
_schoplmaster’s Troublesome Iron Leg,

e you a native of Forfar?”

-‘I(AI;,e % was born in the parish of Kirrie-
.uir on the Glamis estate, where my friends
‘nave been crofters for gemerations.’ T was
| educated at Roundyhill School At one time
Ithere were two schools in Roundyhill, one on
cach side of the road right opposite each other.
The echool which I attended was kept by ,
man named Kidd, who had an iron leg. This
pars of his anatomy was apt to go wrong
occasionally, and he would say to me, ¢ Neillie,
you will go over to the smiddy with my leg,
and you will tell the sxmth:to give l'ﬁva, het|
and pull it out here, or push it in there’
{according to master’s humour of the
moment).” = = & :

Eecoming a Musician Under Diffienlities.

“How did you think of deserting the agri-
cultural business to turn a ‘hop’ merchant,
Mr hlz‘ei.lli’” e : . -

My paesionats love for musie. Lcome of
& musical race. My- grandfather d the

awd

brolla

| penny whi:

“the dante moxn

- howsever; 1 forgot to te

“+%. a s9/%

flute, my father and c.ie uncle both played
the violin, and I have another umcle still
alive who plays the clarionet. I was slways
anxious to learn the violin when I was a koy
going to school, but as fiddle-players were in
those days doubtful characters my parents
tried to get me to turn my attention from
the instrument. My grandfather, however,
sympathised with my musical inclinations.
‘Never mind them, laddie; Tl bring ye a

stle oot o Kirriemair,’ ‘he raid,

jand he did. With this I practised assiduously

going and coming from school #iil T was ibla
to pi'iy a few tunes, and then my grandfather
substituted for the tin whistle a flute, whieh
was also my companion on the road i and
from school. When my parents saw tha “they

could not prevent me from learni ~violin
they gave way, and I started o ?}%rg!%:.;rd..
It then became a question whether T would
adopt music or dancing for a - ; “@%
I finally decided that it should be the latter.
went to Perth to get lessons from Mr John
Lows, who, along with his brother, was at
the head of the profession ab the time.” t
* -An Effect Too Realisti:ally Realised.
*Where did you make your first start as a
teacher 7’ P e Retian RS
“ Auchterarder and  Forgandenny, and then
weni into Fife. While carrying on oclasses ﬁ
Fden%:;y funny thing happened. d

some o fellqmi theI g,

Emerald Isle, and that they were to come to
the d%%l: ofhtﬁ;z sadhoul‘f toomthw’hete the gloam o8
were being beld and force their way in :
a dance: Unfortunately for our htﬂe%ache:%
I tto schoolmastar, ated
when the fellows tried to gain an entrance -
lost “his temper.  Bursting into the school-
romn,‘demap{:d if not one of the older pupils
had the courage to come and assist. him to
keep out the rowdies. I tried to explain, but
my efforts only made him worse, and that
Irish jig was not a success.  After two years’
exporience I came to Forfar, and here I have
carried on olasses since then, as well as having
e “the- children of 1nany of -the disHn-

| guished families of Scotland.>

“You must have had a great many pupils?*

“Yes, a good-sized park would Dot hold
them all. - 8ix of them that I know of are now
teachers of dancing themselves.” e

Jamie Allan’s Fiddle Still Used by Mr Neil.

“ Neill’'s Band, too, must have seen many
changes since you first inaugurated it?”
“Yes, the players have changed a great
deal, but Mr Geo. Webster, my double-bass, has
n -associated with me for over forty years.
For many a day James Allan, whom every
fiddler for miles round about ‘knew, and who
was one of the best we ever had in the distriet,
played with me, and now I am using the fiddle
that he played on for forty years.” :
“One would hardly think to look at you
that you had been teaching dancing fifty-three

,vea,lﬁ_,’j; _remarked, as I shook hands “with-Mr

Neill. B
“ A gentleman s . at_one of my
assemblios once said I was one of those men

who never turned old. I told him it was im.

' possible for me to turn old, becanse I was

always in the company of youth in the very

 best trim and the very best of spirits, and 1t
| is generally accepted t! people are like their
P

' environment.”
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